I.l OE E C (International Journal of Eurasian Education and Culture) Vol: 8, Issue: 20 2023

iskender Kilig, P. (2023). The Role of the Local Press in the Creation of Collective

_J : @ ﬁ E c Memory and National Identity with History Education Policies During Atattirk’s Period,
S

International Journal of Eurasian Education and Culture , 8(20), 444-480.

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.35826/ijoecc.664

(ISSN: 2602-4047) Article Type (Makale Tiri): Research Article

THE ROLE OF THE LOCAL PRESS IN THE CREATION OF COLLECTIVE MEMORY AND NATIONAL
IDENTITY WITH HISTORY EDUCATION POLICIES DURING ATATURK’S PERIOD

Pelin iskender KILIC
Asst. Prof. Dr., Ondokuz Mayis University, Samsun, Tiirkiye, pelini@omu.edu.tr
ORCID: 0000-0001-8755-5989

Received: 14.08.2022 Accepted: 08.02.2023 Published: 05.03.2023

ABSTRACT

This study aims to determine the reflections of history and history education policies in the
Samsun press in creating national identity during Atatlrk’s Era. The foundation on which the
Republic of Turkey is based was put into practice even during the National Struggle, and after the
war, it was tried to be reinforced with constant reforms. It was seen that there were essential
changes in the view of history and raising citizens from the first years of the Republic as
compared to the Ottoman Empire. A national understanding of history was adopted instead of
the ummah understanding of the Ottoman Empire at the beginning and the understanding of
dynastic history that it had later. The important days and weeks of the newly established state
were determined, and important figures that left their mark on Turkish history were brought to
the front. An effort was made to establish the shared values of the Turkish nation by emphasizing
what kind of Turkish identity they should have. It is essential to revive the collective and historical
memory while creating these shared values, which are tried to be achieved through the press,
especially newspapers. Document analysis was used in the study, one of the qualitative research
methods. Newspapers, one of the written materials, are essential sources in revealing the
policies of the period. The study examined the Newspaper “Ahali,” which began its publication in
Samsun in 1917 and continued its publication in the Republic's first years. In the Newspaper
“Ahali” between 1932-1937, there are more than two hundred articles and news about the
national identity and culture desiring to be reached with the mission attributed to history and
history education that reflects the politics of that period. It has been determined that Ahali
Newspaper supported the history education and national identity understanding of the period,
and there were various articles and news in this direction.
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INTRODUCTION

The nationalist discourses, which emerged starting with the French Revolution and continued increasingly after
the First World War, also revealed the issue of national identity. The fact that a society has a national identity
has been accepted as an essential factor in the rise of that society to the level of developed nations
(Stleymanov, 2003). During the establishment of the Republic of Turkey, nationalism was an essential
movement of thought throughout the world. Giving a sense of national identity to the Turkish people, who
established empires and were ruled by an empire throughout history, and now were on the way to establishing
a nation-state, was one of the important issues of the first Republican governments (Yildirim, 2013). Because it
was passed from the national system, called according to the basis of belief and thought in the Ottoman
Empire, to a national state based on the unity of emotion and culture. Identity is essentially a cultural issue. For
this reason, important studies have shown themselves in the fields of language, history, and geography by
going down to the cultural roots of the Turkish people (Kayadibi, 2006). The process covering the years
between 1929 and 1937 can be seen as a new national identity and a manifestation of the will to write and
create a new history. For this reason, in the first years of the Republican Era, history was an important area in
the efforts to give the nation an identity (Akman, 2011). Because history is the memory of nations. Every
institution, every society, and every individual needs a sense and consciousness of the past as a condition of
making sense of their existence. One of the most important elements that hold societies together is to have a
shared past. Therefore, it is substantial for the continuity of societies to be aware of the history and to transfer
it to new generations (Aslan & Avci Akgali, 2007). Hence, researches on history and other sciences helping
history intensively started in the country. Turkish History Congresses were held regularly. As a requirement of
national identity, national consciousness, and feeling, history, and language studies were given importance (Ari,
2014). History lessons and education played an important role, especially in the adoption of the principles of
the Republic by the new generation. Since 1930, significant changes have been made in the history lesson and
textbooks curriculum. In the textbooks, there were expressions for the creation of nation-state consciousness.
Notedly, the history of Central Asia was given wide coverage, and anthropological and linguistic approaches
were taken as a reference source. The negativities created by the military and political failures in the collective
memory in the last century of the Ottoman Empire were eliminated. Thus, it was aimed at rebuilding “national
pride” (Vurucu, 2017). Western societies, together with geographical discoveries, experienced significant
cultural changes in economic, social, religious, and legal aspects, albeit painfully (Bayri, 2008). Perhaps the
most excellent chance of the new Turkish State was that the Anatolian Turkish people could not keep up with
the developments in the rapidly changing world in many ways, such as political, social, and economic, which
was seen as basically unfavorable and continued their old traditions and customs. Intellectuals played an
essential role in revealing the national identity with their studies on the research of cultural features such as
history, geography, sociology, language, literature, and traditions (Bayindir Uluskan, 2010). Public education
studies initiated during Atatirk's period were turned into a systematic process under his leadership. This social
transformation was blended with a populist perspective and expected to have the vision to raise the nation’s

cultural level (Bayindir Uluskan, 2012).
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Many events and people honoring the Turkish nation in Turkish history. In this period, the heroes and
circumstances of pre-Ottoman Turkish history were emphasized (Safran & Dilek, 2021). Those who were
inspired by the theory of great men in history considered it necessary to give a vast place to biographies in
history lessons. Proponents of this view thought it would be beneficial to tell the lives of great men whenever
appropriate in history lessons because children and young people enjoyed imitating the lives of great men
(Sungu, 2002). In the academic year 1927-1928, the aim of the history lesson in the last program applied in
primary schools was determined as “to inform children about the past of the Turkish nation and to awaken
national consciousness in them; to explain that today's civilization is the product of a long past; to show good
examples to children by talking about the lives and activities of great people” (Capa, 2002). Likewise, one of the
most frequently used ways to teach values in history lessons from past to present is to benefit from historical
heroes. In distinguishing between good and bad, such elements as the roles of the heroes and their lives, what
they struggle for, what they care about, etc., were effective in value teaching. Heroes -women or men- are not
only glorious and remembered people but also those who reveal the moral standards and values of the society

in which they live with their actions (Demircioglu, 2008).

In addition, national holidays and commemoration ceremonies are also important actions in which the feeling
of unity and togetherness is experienced most intensely, reviving the nation’s memory and keeping it alive.
Because the past events, which are effective on people and transferred from generation to generation through
rituals, ceremonies, symbols, or different communication methods, are presented to the society after
experiencing some changes (Akgill & Goricl, 2020). These are included in curricula and textbooks and kept
alive in society through various activities, ensuring their continuity. National memory, which focuses on being
celebrated and commemorated especially by the public, is also essential in terms of historical perspective.
Standing in silence by every segment of society at 9:05 on every 10th of November, the anniversary of Atatiirk's

death, without any legal or political coercion, is the best example.

Just like individuals, societies also have memories. Collective memory has become a frequently studied concept
in social sciences. It is French sociologist Maurice Halbwachs who brought the idea to the literature. Halbwachs
was inspired by the memory studies of his teachers Henri Bergson and Emile Durkheim and began to examine
memory as a collective concept (Akgll & Goriici, 2020). Collective memory plays a vital role in forming and
preserving collective identities. It establishes a link between generations, creating an image of temporal
continuity and legitimizing the existing sociopolitical order (Gross, 2002: 342). One of the factors that play an
essential role in the spread of collective memory is historical narratives. Historiography institutionalized by
states and the dominant perception of history in communities significantly impact citizenship, identity, and
pluralism (Ugur Cinar, 2017). While history itself is a pattern of events that happened in the past, collective
memory, which we can define as the cumulative perception of those living today, is alive, variable, and open to
intervention. In this context, the link between history and collective memory is notable (Biletska et al., 2014).
Historical memory is the scientist-style reconstruction of the past. It is based on the systematic analysis of the

traces left to us from the past. On the contrary, collective memory is based on transmitting these traces to
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generations (Bilgin, 2008: 35). History education and historical memory are of great importance in transferring
the common share and identity of the society to new generations, reviving the memory of the community.
There are many types of commemorations, including public celebrations and holidays. Statues and
monuments, flags, pictures of money, coats of arms and diplomatic symbols, the names of public institutions,
buildings, towns, roads, bridges, awards, geographical events, and folk art are some of them (Gibson, 2021).
Collective memory and historical memory are not independent of each other. Therefore, collective memory
cannot be left to its fate, especially in the early stages of nation-building (Basaran ince, 2010: 12). Important
studies were started to bring this consciousness to the light, which existed in the first years of the Republic, but
were pushed into the background in a long period and were not noticed, with a compelling history and history
education policies. One of the areas where collective memory is formed most effectively is the media.

Journalists leave products as documents to those who will chronicle in the future (Basaran ince, 2010: 20).

The primary function of the press is to inform and inform individuals. But this news is usually in the form of
interruption of the expected during the normal flow. The news aims to be interesting, out of the ordinary, or
new. From time to time, various opinions have been put forward regarding evaluating whether an event is
newsworthy. Local news in a small town is not the same as, for example, a riot or explosion in a capital city
(Ben-Aaron, 2003; Yapar Goneng, 2012). However, the press also has a duty to inform, educate, supervise,
criticize, and thus contribute to forming public opinion apart from providing news (Girgin, 2001). In addition to
the national press, which consists of newspapers with high circulation that is continuously and regularly
distributed throughout the country, the local press, which is published daily, weekly, or at larger intervals in
settlements outside the big cities such as provinces, districts, and towns, and gives news of the region in which
it is published and expresses its problems, also contributes to the formation of public opinion (Girgin, 2001).
Now, communication tools have tasked reminding the past event most effectively, obtaining information and
being enlightened, and disseminating educational opportunities to large masses. The relationship between
local newspapers and education can be found more effective in terms of being closer to the individual and
examining the local. In terms of learning theories, learning from near to far is more permanent and valid. In this

respect, local newspapers can be used more effectively in education (Erkilig, 2007).

In Turkey, the press played a significant role in winning the National Struggle and raising awareness of society.
It is possible to examine the press that influenced the years of National Struggle in three groups: the press
against National Struggle, foreign press, and the press in support of National Struggle. The Anatolian press
supporting the National Struggle followed the National Struggle closely. However, it faced difficulties and
obstacles in the regions under the control and occupation of the Allied Powers officers. Despite financial
difficulties, problems encountered in its distribution, and challenges in obtaining paper, they did not hesitate to
make their voices heard (Baykal, 1988). Especially the local press experienced a significant leap during the years
of National Struggle. In these years, many periodicals in the unoccupied regions of Anatolia, considered
“provincial,” were in a pro-independence effort (Firat, 1995). Mustafa Kemal Pasha, aware of the role, power,

and importance of the press in society, showed great interest in the press from the very first days. In those
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days, newspapers were the only way to reach the public. Therefore, in this period, while working to announce
the struggle to the public and to create public opinion, efforts were also made to develop an independent and
national press (Bayindir Uluskan, 2010). In the new historical process after the war, it was essential to convey
the studies on social sciences to the public. The people were informed, and a national consciousness was tried
to be gained by reviving their collective and historical memories. In this way, the people would be aware of
their own identity and culture and have reached the consciousness of being a nation. At that time, the primary
means to be used in public education were the press, conferences given in various associations and institutions
(People's Houses, Turkish Hearths), and radio and theater, both of which were not very common (Bayindir
Uluskan 2012). There is no doubt that newspapers and magazines were among their most influential. In these
newspapers and magazines, articles and poems that would revive the national consciousness were written and
supported with pictures. Besides, People's Houses published the Journal of the People's House until 1950 and

worked to ensure that the policies of the period reached the public and became widespread.

The newspaper “Ahali,” published in Samsun, is one of the newspapers that supports the National Struggle and
the education and cultural policies of the first governments of the Republic. Articles in this direction were
written since 1917 (T.C. State Yearbook 1926-1927: 783) when the newspaper was published. In the beginning,
the newspaper was published in the Printing House “Vatan” as 400-500 copies once a week on Thursdays and
then twice a week (Kocaoglu, 1999: 155). The purpose of publishing the newspaper was expressed as the
progress of the country and informing the public. On its first page is the phrase “Republican, Populist Weekly
Homeland Newspaper.” The owner and director of the newspaper are ismail Cenani Bey. The articles in the
newspaper were aimed at providing national unity and togetherness and supporting the national resistance
against the Pontus gangs operating in the Black Sea Region (iskender Kilig, 2020). ismail Cenani Bey published
the activities and murders of the Pontusian gangs in the region of Samsun during the National Struggle, which
he put in print in light of the information he received from some administrators working in the region. After the
war, the newspaper made publications about important days and weeks, along with articles supporting the
education and cultural policies of the government. Thus, it informed the people of Samsun about the
developments that took place both in the period of National Struggle and the Republic and also created a

collective and historical memory in line with the founding philosophy of the new state.

This study aims to reveal how the history education policies are reflected in the Samsun local press in the
context of creating national identity in the revival of collective memory. Many newspapers were published in
Samsun during the Atatiirk Period (Kocaoglu, 1999). Among these newspapers, Ahali Newspaper, which has
continued its publication life for a long time and gives wide coverage to articles and news on educational and
cultural subjects, was selected. The study’s data were collected by examining the copies of Ahali Newspaper
published between 1932-1937. Among these copies examined, approximately 250 articles and news about

education and culture were identified in 107 copies.
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The problem discussed in this study is to search for how the policies of history education were reflected in the

news and articles in Ahali Newspaper to create a national identity in the Atatirk period.

Sub-problems

1. How were the National Day celebrations, which are essential in forming the National Identity and keeping

the collective memory alive, reflected in the Ahali Newspaper?

2. How did the news and articles about the historical figures and states involved in forming national identity
and collective memory reflect on the Ahali Newspaper?

METHOD

Research Model

The research is a qualitative study in which 107 copies of the Newspaper “Ahali,” published from 1917 to 1944,
between 1932 and 1937, were analyzed by the document analysis method. In the document analysis method,
different sources, such as public records, personal documents, popular culture documents, and visual
documents, all of which are produced within a specific period, are applied and analyzed (Merriam, 2013). This
method is frequently used by scientists, especially historians and archaeologists, working in social and human
sciences. Document analysis can be a stand-alone research method, and it can also be used as an additional
source of information when different qualitative methods are used (Yildirrm & Simsek, 2016). Newspapers,
accepted as popular culture documents, are valuable resources for determining society's point of view and
following the crawl trend changes, especially in a certain period (Merriam, 2013). It tried to examine how the
studies to raise national identity awareness among the Turkish people, one of the critical issues of the early
Republican governments, were reflected in the Samsun press in the context of history, history education, the
revival of historical and collective memory, by taking Newspaper “Ahali” as a data source. Each of the
documents is original and a primary source. In the documents, the news about history and history education
was scanned. Afterward, the study group research was formed under the topics such as the creation of national
identity, articles in the context of historical and collective memory, national holidays, historical figures, and
states. News and articles about other education and teaching elements such as courses on subjects including
foreign language, cooperatives, agriculture, economics, health, music, etc.; the opening of schools, their status,
and number, and aids to students; the published books, dictionaries, and journals; religious information were

excluded from the study.

Analysis of Data

The documents acquired were analyzed by using general scanning and content analysis technique. Studies in
which records or documents were used often require a special analytical approach called content analysis
(Marshall & Rossman, 1999). Content analysis is usually associated with examining articles in published reports,

newspapers, advertisements, books, web pages, magazines, and other documents (Pior, 2014:360). It is
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essential to evaluate what is wanted to be told in the historical and cultural context to make sense of and
interpret the text (Patton, 2014: 114). In the research, approximately 250 articles and news inside the 107
copies related to education and culture issues were first classified according to date order. Then these were
classified under the title of national holiday celebrations and historical figures and states. In addition, since not
all news about national holidays published every year can be included in the article, purposeful sampling
method was preferred in the selection of articles and news covering the subject extensively. In the study, the
news in the newspaper was presented in the findings section by taking into account the cultural and
educational policies of the period. While doing this, the original document was taken into consideration. In
1928, due to the new transition from Arabic letters to Latin letters, some concepts in the news were simplified

to make it easier to understand, or spelling mistakes were corrected.

FINDINGS

National Holidays and Important Days

Ahali Newspaper was published on certain days. However, as it could be understood from the news it
published, special attention was paid to the newspaper’s publication during the National Holidays (Ahali, 15
May 1934). A copy of the law on National Holidays and other holidays was published in the newspaper.
Accordingly, only the date of October 29, when the Republic was declared, was accepted as the National
Holiday. It was also stated that there would be a ceremony only that day on behalf of Turkey inside and outside
the state. It was said that “the holiday begins on the afternoon of October 28 and continues on October 29-30.”
Other than that, there were only public days. These were the 30™ of August Victory Day (A ceremony was held
according to the program to be prepared by the Minister of National Defence), the National Sovereignty Day
starting on the afternoon of April 22 and continuing on April 23, the Spring Celebration of May Day, three-day
Candy Day, four-day Feast of the Sacrifice and New Year's Holiday starting on the afternoon of December 315t

and continuing on January 1% (Ahali, 12 June 1935).

Due to the twelfth anniversary of the opening of the Turkish Grand National Assembly in 1932, a full page was
devoted to this topic on April 23. This date was expressed as “A great day which has been written in gold
letters; is never-ending, unforgettable; has honor and glory of Turkish history.” On this day, it was stated that
the Turkish Nation showed the Turkish victory and independence spirit, love of science and civilization to the
whole world by not allowing the enemy who wanted to trample the Turkish land. Also, it was emphasized that
the beylical declaration of Osman Bey, Fatih's conquest of Istanbul, Murat's victory in Kosovo, and Selim's
victory in Iran were not as honored as this success, and such a great day was given to the child. There was a
statement, “Because the child means a nation and a country; today's children are the ones who will live the
wisdom and civilization, victory and independence of tomorrow” (Ahali, 23 April 1932). On April 23, 1933, the
newspaper again entirely devoted the first page to this day’s meaning and importance. In the article by M.
Kamil, it was stated that the date of 23 April did not mean a single thing; it also included many important days

such as 16 March 1919, 16 May 1919, 23 July 1919, 4 September 1919, and 11 September 1919, etc. After a

450



I.l OE E C (International Journal of Eurasian Education and Culture) Vol: 8, Issue: 20 2023

long article, he concluded his article with those words as follows: “The child is the soul of the motherland, so he
must be respected” and “Long live the Turkish homeland! Long live the Republic! Long live Gazi Pasha! Long live
the Turkish child!” (Ahali, 23 April 1933). This holiday was published on the newspaper’s first and other pages
in the following years. There was a statement right next to the newspaper’s name, and it was as follows:
“Ataturk was a child 50 years ago, but he became Kemal Ataturk 44 years later.” Below were titles such as
“Love Children, Get Your Happy Home” and “Happy Holidays Republican Children!” Besides, a speech by ismet
indnii and a poem called To Turkish Childs were included. On the second page were the article’s continuation

and three poems. The date April 23 was seen as the day of existence of the Turk (Ahali, 23 April 1935).

In the newspaper dated 19 May 1933, its first page was wholly devoted to this day’s meaning and importance,
which continued on the third page. It was A. ihsan who wrote the article. The title of the article was "May 19 is
GHAZI day". In the continuation of this, there was a statement as follows: “Today is the anniversary of the
arrival of our Great Ghazi in Samsun to save the Turks and Turkey.” It expressed that day as the independence
of the country and the basis of the revolution. All innovations up to that day were included in the article. In the
article, it was said as follows: “On 19 May, community centers should have the ideal of reform. People burning
with the love of revolution should be gathered in every part of the district and the village chambers. Today's
importance should be explained.” It was also emphasized that “if this is the case, the revolution will take root.
The reaction will not appear” (Ahali, 19 May 1933). The newspaper, dated 19 May 1934, was published under

17

the title of “Citizen! Happy This Honoured Day!” There was an expression just below it: “Fifteen years ago, if
this day did not happen, your presence, your honor, your future would not have been today.” In the
continuation of it, the meaning and importance of today were stated. Then the pictures of Mustafa Kemal
Pasha, ismet Pasha, Kazim Pasha, and Fevzi Pasha were included under the title of Heroes of the Turkish War.
After the patriotism and sacrifice of the people of Samsun were emphasized, the speech by Mustafa Kemal in
Samsun Municipality on 20 September 1924 was published as follows: “When | saw the people of Samsun and
Samsun itself, | strongly once again agreed that all of my views and decisions related to the country and the
nation will come true” (Ahali, 19 May 1934). A year later, the anniversary of Atatlirk's departure to Samsun on
the 19" of May was again included fully on the first page of the newspaper and partially on the inside pages.
There was also quatrain of H. Riisdi Coskun. There were two articles titled "May 19", one by Lawyer Kamil
Sirmen and the other by Kdzim Dilcimen. These articles were continued on page 2. There was also a poem with
the same name. It was specially stated in the writing of Kazim Dilcimen that Turks were the indigenous people
of Anatolia; Kaska Turks having a close relationship with Hittites, lived around Samsun; Phrygian Turks from
the west stayed in the west of Anatolia; many Turkish elements came here; Christian Commander and
Pechenegs founded the state here as the name of Pontus. After explaining the history of Samsun from the old
times to the Ottoman Empire, it was stated that a much more difficult job was achieved in the name of
independence compared to Oguz and Kutluk Kagan, referring to the situation of the country when Atatlrk
came to Samsun on 19 May 1919 (Ahali, 19 May 1935). Due to May 19, a ceremony was held in the conference

hall of Istanbul University. Ali Fuad Basgil, Professor of Political Science Faculty, gave a conference. This
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conference was published in five chapters on the first page of the newspaper. At the conference, it was
discussed such issues as the situation of the country when Atatirk came to Samsun on 19 May 1919, the
characteristics of Samsun called “Asia Minor Warehouse” in ancient times and its location, the brief evaluation
of the process leading to independence, comparison of the First World War and the National War, and also by
addressing youth and listeners at the end of the conference, it was emphasized that they must know well both
the birth of modern Turkey and also the psychological causes leading to political and social changes and
innovations, and creating a free and happy citizen was the duty of the young generation for the free and

independent Turkish state (Ahali, 4 June 1936; 11 June 1936; 18 June 1936; 25 June 1936).

On the first page of the newspaper, dated August 30, the article entitled “Ten years ago, today the Turkish
army fought for the independence of the Turkish nation” continued as “Our Glorious Victory.” August 30 was
the last victory of Turkish nationalism recognized by the whole world. An extensive article was written about
the Turkish army and martyrs, emphasizing that this impressive blow to the Greeks was a great punishment for
them and a lesson for the future. Also, a poem by Ali Fethi Bey with the name “August 30” and “I dedicate it to
the west” was included (Ahali, 30 August 1932). August 30 was celebrated every year on the newspaper’s first
page, and its rest was contained on the other pages inside. It was given under the title of "Victory and Plane
Festival Begins Today.” It is possible to see in various copies of the newspaper that great importance was
attached to aircraft and the purchase of aircraft in the Republic’s first years. In addition to multiple articles
about the meaning and significance of the day, poems were also included (Ahali, 30 August 1935; 30 August
1936).

October 29, Republic Day, was published in the newspaper under “Citizen! Your first duty is forever to preserve
the Republic you won with blood and soul.” It briefly expressed what the ten-year republican regime brought
to the public and the situation of the country and the people ten years ago. It was said which wars were fought,
how the blood of thousands of Turks flowed in the battles, what Ataturk did, and how a new state was
established after those dark days. Then, it listed what the Republic's regime brought the people. Many issues
were mentioned, such as that many obstacles preventing rising in the old times were destroyed; Turkish
peasants worked for him and his warehouses by removing the tax of tithe, which brought a significant burden
on the shoulder of the people; the schools were opened even in the remotest parts of the country; knowledge
and literature developed thanks to the new alphabet; the percent of literacy increased; there was a
government based on secular and democratic principles. A picture of Atatiirk was published under "Our Great
Guide and Rescuer, Ghazi Highness” (Ahali, 29 October 1932). On the tenth anniversary of the proclamation of
the Republic on 29 October 1933, the picture of Mustafa Kemal was included on the first page of the
newspaper, and an article was written under the title of "Presence Day" saying, "The peasant should only
celebrate today.” The papers were written under the subtitles “Turkish Youth! Ghazi Entrusted The Republic to
You” and “Turkish Revolution and Its Meaning.” On the second page, there were pictures of ismet Pasha, Siikrii
Kaya, Zekai Bey, Refik Bey, and Celal Bey. Lawyer M. Kamil Bey wrote an article on the importance of the day by

explaining the concepts such as republic, republic state, democracy, and civil law in his article entitled
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"Productivity of the Republic in Ten Years.”An article entitled “A Look at Our Ten-Year Republic” was written by
giving pictures of six deputies on the third page. The article emphasized that the Republic was achieved at the
expense of difficulties and suffering, and the Turkish race's size and heroism were underlined. On the fourth
page, the importance of the army is emphasized in coming to these days under the title of "Turkish Army is the
Essence of the Nation.” There was a poem named "From Sarikaya to Cankaya" under the picture of Fevzi Pasha.
The Republic’s developments in all areas were mentioned on the fifth page. On the sixth and seventh pages,
the continuation of the main article was included under the title of “Sovereignty Belongs to Nation” and the
subtitle of “Presence Day,” and it was completed. On the seventh page, the article on the first page was also
included under the subtitle “Turkish Revolution and Its Meaning.” The paper entitled “Productivity of the
Republic in Ten Years” on the second page continued on the tenth page. Here, there were innovations brought
by the government of the Republic in foreign affairs, public works, finance, agriculture, forestry, mining,
veterinary and animal breeding, education and training system, and in many other fields (Ahali, 29 October
1933). In the following years, the newspaper provided information about the reforms and studies carried out
on 29 October. By the state policy of that period, the titles related to Turkishness, independence, and progress
were as follows: “Salvation, Revolutions, and Studies of Turk,” “I'm Turkish, I'm free and happy,” "Republic is

Spirit of the Turk,” "The Biggest Day" etc. (Ahali, 29 October 1935; 29 October 1936).

Historical Figures and States

Zibeyiroglu Fuat wrote Attila under the title of “Cihangir Atilla.” The article begins as follows: “1465 years had
passed from the death of Atilla the Hun who conquered Europe with 700,000 horsemen 1400 years ago and
formed the basis of today's civilization.” According to the writer, when Atilla came to Europe, the Hungarians
showed a significant improvement in Eleza Burg (Buddha Pest), where he set up a tent. Atilla was defined as a
medium-sized, wide-breasted, prominent face and a majestic look. It was emphasized that the country of Altay
and Turan, which did not obey anyone even for a day, was not as merciless and compassionate as other
invaders. It stated that history gave him the title of world conqueror, which was not given to anyone up to that
time, and granted him how to manage millions of people as he wanted. It was mentioned that he was always
forgiving with the high feeling of clean and noble Turkish blood in his veins. In his article, the writer also
included Attila's activities, wars, and victories in Europe. After determining that he defeated the Goths, took
Rome, and forced them to pay money, he ended his article with an anecdote: When the Romans could not bear
the tribute after a while and borrowed for that reason, they sent a delegation to request time from Attila.
There was also an assassin on the board. Then, after Attila accepted this delegation in his tent, the chief
messenger said, “My noble ruler, whose grandfathers are noble and his father is also noble, wishes the Great
Khan to postpone our debts a little more.” After listening to these words quietly, Attila said: Neither my
grandparents nor my father is noble. | belong to such a nation that every individual of him is noble. And the
name of this nation is Turk. Go and tell your ruler that | extend your tribute for a while. | also forgive that man
in you who came to kill me” (Ahali, 29 October 1932). Here, in addition to mentioning the power of Attila as a

Turk, as targeted in the synthesis of Turkish History, his intelligence was also emphasized as a Turk.
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The teacher Kazim wrote the article entitled “Samsun according to Evliya Celebi.” Samsun was explained
through the eyes of Evliya Celebi in the article; he also supported the information given in the footnotes. He
started the paper by providing information about Evliya Celebi. He introduced Evliya Celebi as a great
geographer and traveler whom the Turks would always be proud of. It is stated that the travel book was
written in 1314 (1896) with the work and effort of ikdamci Ahmet Cevdet and Necip Asim Bey. He noted that
Samsun was mentioned in the second volume (pages 77-78) and quoted it exactly. Firstly, he briefly provided
chronological information about who had captured Samsun throughout history until it joined the Ottoman
lands. Then, he mentioned Samsun's geographical, administrative, and social structure. Finally, he emphasized

that although there was no public in the city, there were many ulemas (Ahali, 1 November 1932).

The work named "Canik in Cihanniima" was written by Muallim Kazim. In this article, which was inspired by the
work “Cihanniima” by Katip Celebi about Samsun and its districts, the comparisons were made with Evliya
Celebi in the footnotes. It was stated that the marshes mentioned in and around Samsun in Cihanniima were
dried during the Republican period. In particular, it is said that Mecidiye Street was once so swampy for duck
hunting that there was even a lake on which some of the city's houses were located (Ahali, 29 November

1932).

In the article entitled “A Few Notes about Samsun's People” by M. Sakir and M. Kazim Beyler about well-known
people of Samsun, Canikli Necmi, one of the 15"-century poets and Canikli Zahiri, one of the 16%"-century
poets, were introduced. Both are sipahi. Necmi lived during reigns Il. Mehmed and his son II. Bayezid and Zahiri
lived during the reigns of Selim I, and his son, Suleyman I. Examples of their poems, are given. In later copies of
the newspaper, the series of articles continued. Medhi, a poet from Ladik who lived in the 16™ century, and
Edip, a poet from Ladik who lived at the end of the 16%™ century and the beginning of the 17" century, were
introduced, and examples of their poems were given. Nasuhoglu Abdiilmecit, Mehmet Celebi, and Nasuhoglu

Yahya were respectively introduced later in the series (Ahali, 4 April 1933).

The article by M. Sakir was given under the title of “Epic of Nasuh Pasha.” As it was understood from the
article, the materials belonging to Folk Literature were collected. There were also epics in them. It was stated
that one of them was the Epic of Osmanoglu Nasuh Pasha. He lived in the late 17" and early 18" centuries. He
was one of the Ottoman statesmen. He served as Serdengecti Agha and Beylerbeyi, and was appointed
governor of Damascus. After briefly giving information about him, two epics about execution were included

(Ahali, 25 July 1933).

In the article by Hayrettin Nadi, in which Mahmut Tayyar Pasha from the Canikli family was introduced, it was
emphasized that he was a vital divan poet who had been trained in Giilistan literature, as well as his
statesmanship. After giving information about statesmanship, diplomacy, and captivity covering activities in
and around the city of Anapa against Russia during the reign of Selim I, his divan literature was included in it

(Ahali, 15 August 1933).
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One of the exciting articles is the one entitled “Snakes of Schiltberger,” written under the name of Teacher
Kazim from Samsun. The writer started his article by stating that he talked about the book of German Johannes
Schiltberger and its part on Samsun in the magazine Walking, previously published in Samsun. After giving
short information about the book and its writer, he stated that strange and unusual events were told, making
the book more remarkable. One of these events was the one that occurred while Schiltberger was in Samsun in
the presence of Bayezit |. Accordingly, many snakes appeared in the city of Samsun then and invaded the plain
around the town and everywhere up to a mile from the city. Some of these snakes came from the sea and the
forest. In the meantime, they did not harm people. On the tenth day, they fought each other from morning till
evening. Forest snakes defeated Sea snakes. Nothing remained except eight thousand dead snakes. It was
stated in the book that the defeat of the sea snakes in this event was interpreted as a sign that Beyazit | would

also be the ruler of the seas (Ahali, 26 September 1933).

The article "The First Bey of the City of Samsun in the Ottomans is Alexander Sisman" was included in the
column “History of Samsun.” Alexander Sisman was identified as one of the beys who reigned in Bulgaria.
When Bulgaria was conquered, he had nowhere to go, so he became Muslim and was liable to Beyazit. As a
result, after Samsun’s conquest, he was appointed here as bey. The writer stated that the family of Sisman,
who ruled Bulgaria, originally came from the Kipchak-Cuman Turks. Accordingly, the Cumans were in the place
of the Pechenegs driven to the west by them in the year 888, namely in the north of the Volga and the Ural and
the Caspian Sea. They came to the Dnieper coast in the year 1067. The Russians called them "blonde hair.” In
the 12 century, the Russians flocked to Poland, Moravia, and the land of Byzantine. They were seen in the
Balkans in the year 1087. There were 14,000 Cumans under the administration of the Bulgarian king, who
became an ally of the Byzantines against the Latins. They defeated the French again in the year 1206.
Christianity spread among the Cumans between the dates of 1223 and 1227. They had to migrate from Ukraine
to Hungary and Romania due to the pressure of the Mongols. They conquered Hungary and settled here. Just
as the “Terters” family from the Cumans came to the throne of Tirnova, the family to which Alexander Sisman
belonged captured a small place in Bulgaria, the center of which was Vidin. So, Alexander Sisman converted to
Islam which all Turks accepted. Therefore, the first bey appointed after the conquest of Samsun was Turk

(Ahali, 7 November 1933).

Yunus Emre was also featured in the newspaper. The news stated that a memorial ceremony would be held on
Sunday, April 15, in remembrance of Yunus Emre using the expression “Our National Poet” (Ahali, 10 April
1934). In the newspaper's next copy, Yunus Emre's poems were included (Ahali, 17 April 1934). A year later, on
the first page of the newspaper, it was given under the title, “The famous, glorious name of the Great Turkish
Poet Yunus Emre was remembered with respect in the Community Centre last night.” The speeches were made
in "pure Turkish" by the language policy of that time. The personal characteristics of Yunus Emre, his value in
the eyes of the people, his poems in Turkish, and his contributions to this language by expressing his feelings in
Turkish were explained. Also, his poems were included. In the exact copy of the newspaper, it was underlined

that the ceremony of Yunus Emre, the Great Poet of Turks, on Monday evening, April 15, was held in the
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Community Centre with very high participation (Ahali, 16 April 1935). A year later, an article with the subtitle
“Yunus Emre, Great Folk Poet” under the title of "Yunus Emre was Remembered with Love in Our City," and
two poems written for Yunus Emre were included again on the first page. It was emphasized that he was a true
Turkish poet; his poems in pure Turkish against the poems in Arabic and Iranian languages at that time were

popular with the public, and he had a particular place in the heart of the people (Ahali, 16 April 1936).

The statement “Today is the 348™ Anniversary of the Death of Koca Sinan, the Genius Architect of the Turks”
regarding Mimar Sinan, one of the crucial figures in Turkish History, was right next to the newspaper's name.
Again on the first page of the newspaper, a short life story of Mimar Sinan was included under the title of "Let's
Remember the Supreme Spirit of Architect Sinan, Who is Well-Known All Over the World Thanks To the
Strength and Delicacy of All His Immortal Works.” Later, Ali Ertan wrote a long article, including the military
expeditions participated by Mimar Sinan, the three galleys to Liitfi Pasha in Van Lake, and many works by him
in Istanbul and various places. It was also announced that a commemoration night about Mimar Sinan would
be held in Samsun Community Centre (Ahali, 9 April 1935). A year later, on April 9, two articles were written
under the titles of “Turkish Genius Mimar Sinan and His Life in Brief” and “Mimar Sinan,” and a poem entitled
“Mimar Sinan and People” was also included on the first page of the newspaper. It was stated that Mimar
Sinan passed away on April 9, 1588; therefore, it was deemed appropriate to hold a memorial program every
year in the Community Centre; he was one of the most important people in the field of architecture and art;
the recognition and promotion of such vital people would serve as an example for future generations. In Mimar
Sinan’s own words, the total number of the works was given as 17 imarets, 81 mosques, 51 masjids, 30
madrasahs, 33 palaces, 80 bridges, seven aqueducts, 17 tombs, and six cellars (Ahali, 9 April 1936). Due to the
9t anniversary of Siileyman Nazif's death, the newspaper provided information in two columns about his life

and Works. It wrote that her article “Open Letter to Jesus Christ” was read. (Ahali, 23 January 1936).

In the article entitled “Nev's Life and Works” by Mithat Cemal Tansuk, the three series of articles gave
information about Nev's life. Also, it was stated that Murat Il wrote ciilGsiye when he came to the throne, and
this gasida (ode) was very popular and promoted in the palace. In the circumcision wedding held in 1581 and
lasting forty days and forty nights, he read his qasida “Sdriye” in the sultan’s presence. He worked at Mihrimah
Sultan Madrasa in Edirnekapi. It was stated that he was appointed as a professor to the Cinarli Madrasa from
there. He taught the sultan's children. Examples of his poems were given (Ahali, 16 July 1936; 30 July 1936; 10
September 1936; 1 October 1936; 8 October 1936).

In the series of the article entitled “Scholars from Samsun” by Mengi¢ Atsiza Yoldas (Fethi Tevetoglu), the
curriculum vitae of scholars from Samsun, who grew up in Istanbul madrasas, were given in the order in the
book as a result of scanning the work, consisting of two-volume, entitled “Zeyli'z Zeyl Sakaik-i Numaniye” by
Sheikh Feyzioglu Sheikh Mehmed, registered with the numbers of 2361-2362 in the Library of Veliyyliddin
Efendi in Beyazit Mosque in Istanbul. Eight people were introduced (Ahali, 6 August 1936; 20 August 1936; 12
November 1936; 26 November 1936).
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The newspaper published the news of the death of Mehmet Akif Ersoy on the first page under the title "We
Also Lost the Great Homeland Poet Mehmet Akif" from the pen of M. Siikri Firat. It defined him as a highly
great teacher of literature in the Turkish homeland and reformist Turkey, and the great poet of the country,
who produced two great monument works, such as the Canakkale Epic and the Turkish National Anthem, and
brought the Turkish spirit into history. Also, he was described as a great poet of the homeland, and his words
would touch both the heart and the soul, and each word in his verses was strong enough to create a thousand

universes and affect people (Ahali, 7 January 1937).

CONCLUSION and DISCUSSION

In the Republic's first years, the focus was on creating a common Turkish culture and identity throughout the
country. Most of the novelties made in education, especially in history education and teaching, came from the

efforts to create this shared culture.

In addition, particular importance was given to the celebration of national holidays. National holidays and
events contain essential days that have lived together in the society's past and are engraved in the society's
memory, sometimes painful, sometimes happy, and sometimes carrying both. These days are re-enacted in the
memories through various activities. In this way, society keeps its unity and togetherness alive and tries not to
make the same mistakes again by learning from the past. History is the research and presentation of important
events that occurred in the past for the state and the nation using scientific methods. However, history
education is to keep it alive in every member of society and give that feeling to them through various means
and methods. This education can be done using narration and memorization that first comes to mind when
history is mentioned. However, the most important thing is learning by making/living, an active teaching
method. National holidays are a tool for this. For this purpose, all kinds of tools and materials can be used. One
of these materials is daily newspapers and magazines. In the copies of newspapers and magazines that coincide
with that day, articles for commemoration or celebration are published. This is one of the essential services
undertaken by media organs. Also, in Newspaper “Ahali” published in Samsun, national holidays were handled
with great seriousness and importance in the copies of the newspaper that coincided with the same date every
year. In these copies, articles expressing the meaning and significance of the day were written; poems and
photographs of statesmen were included. Thus, these important days and national events have always

preserved their vitality in society’s memory.

After 1930, the Turkish History Thesis changed primary, secondary, and high school history programs. Because
one of the reasons for the emergence of this thesis is to erase the negative Turkish image in the history books
of other countries. Turks who were researching Turkish history in previous periods or were interested in
Turkish history and tried to learn about it from various sources were reading these foreign sources. Until this
period, there was no scientific effort to research Turkish history scientifically within the Turks themselves. The
information obtained was from foreign sources. It also harmed the Turks to know themselves and reveal their

identity. The Turkish History Committee, established in 1931, pioneered rewriting school books. In this period,
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national history education was given priority. By talking about Turkish history and states, national
consciousness was aroused in the society, and thus the foundation of the new Turkish state was tried to be
established. By explaining the crucial figures in Turkish history and what these people did, it was emphasized
that the society followed in their footsteps and that a Turkish characteristic and personality trait emerged
accordingly. Statesmen such as Attila and | have an important place in Turkish history. Bayezid is a symbol of
Turkish characteristics in the Newspaper “Ahali.” Critical thinkers and scientists who served the Turkish nation,
such as Evliya Celebi, Katip Celebi, Yunus Emre, Mimar Sinan (Grand Sinan), Sileyman Nazif, Nev'i, Mehmet Akif
Ersoy, and notable poets, writers, artists and scientists from Samsun are included. Their achievements and

works are also introduced.

This study emphasizes the importance of history education in reviving the collective and historical memory to
create a national identity during Atatirk’s period. Both the history education policies followed, and the role of
newspapers in constructing national identity was revealed by taking the Newspaper “Ahali,” a local newspaper
published in Samsun, as a data source. History education has a significant role in creating a national identity.
Essential studies and activities were carried out in the Republic’s first years of history education and teaching. It
was necessary to spread all these works to large masses of people and to expand their sphere of influence in

creating a national identity. For this, one of the most effective ways, namely newspapers, was used.

Mustafa Kemal Pasha was aware of the importance of the press in forming public opinion throughout the
Republic, starting from the years of the National Struggle. For this reason, he kept strong relations with the
national and foreign press. He interviewed Turkish and foreign journalists and gave statements to them
(Ozkaya, 1985; Siirmeli, 2005). After the victory of the National Struggle, it was essential to get the support of
the press to announce the novelties and reforms carried out through the press to the public and to adopt and
support these novelties to the public. Various news and articles supporting the Turkish History Thesis were

included in the period’s newspapers.

When the news and articles in Newspaper “Ahali” were examined, it was determined that the collective
memory was tried to be revived in line with the history education policies of the period in creating a national
identity. It can be said that through the newspaper, collective memory is a unifying element and effective in
creating a common identity. It is possible to detect similar results in various studies on collective memory (for
example, Edy, 1999; Nesibli, 2001; Basaran ince, 2010; Celik, 2012; Biletska, Sahin & Siikiir, 2014; Ugur Cinar,
2017; Lieberman & Miller 2021). There are also many studies on the importance of historical awareness,
history teaching, and history education in the formation of national identity (for example, Phillips, Goalen,
McCully & Wood, 1999; Kicir & Aksoy, 2004; Aslan & Akgali, 2007; Oztiirk, 2007; Simsek, 2007; Sivgin, 2009;
Geligli, 2016; Hayta & Yakar, 2021). In addition, there are studies on the relationship between history and
collective memory in the literature (Kuzio, 2002; Halbwachs, 2017). Likewise, there are many studies on the

place of the press in history education and teaching (example, Polat, 2009; iskender Kilig, 2020)
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As a result of both the findings obtained and the research made on the subject in the literature, it has been
observed that there is a close relation between history education, national identity formation, and collective
memory. Additionally, it has been determined that both the national and local press played an essential role in

the announcement of all these studies to large public masses and that they were used extensively.

RECOMMENDATIONS

As a result of the research findings, the following recommendations can be made:

What kind of news and articles were published in other local newspapers during the National Struggle or in the
Republic’s first years to revive the collective memory? When refreshing collective memory, do the stories in
local newspapers show differences according to the problems encountered by regions and cultures? Again, in
the Republic’s first years, one or more newspapers from the national press were identified. What are the new
approaches in these newspapers regarding creating a national identity in line with the Turkish History Thesis?
How can history education reach large masses of people more effectively than the media organs? Answers to

given questions can be searched.
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ATATURK DONEMI TARIH EGIiTiMi POLITIKALARIYLA KOLEKTIF HAFIZANIN
CANLANDIRILMASI VE MiLLi KiMLIK OLUSTURMADA YEREL BASININ ROLU

oz

Bu calisma, Atatirk Doneminde milli kimlik olusturma sirecinde tarih ve tarih egitimi
politikalarinin, Samsun basinindaki yansimalarini tespite yoneliktir. Tarkiye Cumhuriyeti
Devleti’'nin dayandigi temel, daha Milli Micadele doneminde uygulamaya konulmus, savas
sonrasinda ise araliksiz yapilan inkilaplarla pekistiriimeye g¢alisiimistir. Cumhuriyetin ilk yillarindan
itibaren, tarihe bakis ve vatandas yetistirme agisindan, Osmanl Devleti ile karsilastirildiginda
onemli degisikliklerin oldugu gorilmektedir. Osmanh Devleti’'nin ilk baslarda Ummetgi daha
sonrasinda hanedan tarihi anlayisi yerine, milli bir tarih anlayisi benimsenmistir. Yeni kurulan
devletin 6nemli giin ve haftalar belirlenerek, Tark tarihine damgasini vurmus olan 6nemli
sahsiyetler 6n plana c¢ikariimis ve onlarin sahsiyetinde nasil bir Tirk kimligi olmasi gerektigine
vurgu vyapilarak, Turk milletinin ortak degerlerinin olusturulmasina gayret edilmistir. Bu
olusturulurken kolektif hafiza ve tarihsel hafizanin canlandirilmasi ¢ok 6nemlidir ve basin 6zellikle
de gazeteler aracihgiyla bu gergeklestiriimeye calisiimistir. Calismada, nitel arastirma
yontemlerinden biri olan dokiiman analizi yéntemi kullanilmigtir. Yazili materyallerden biri olan
gazeteler, donemin politikalarinin ortaya konulmasinda 6nemli kaynaklardandir. Calismada, 1917
yilinda Samsun’da yayin hayatina baslayan ve Cumbhuriyet’in ilk yillarinda da yayin hayatina
devam eden Ahali Gazetesi incelenmistir. 1932-1937 vyillari arasinda Ahali Gazetesi'nde o
doénemin politikalarini yansitan tarihe yiklenen misyon ve tarih egitimi ile ulasilmak istenilen milli
kimlik ve kiltar ile ilgili iki yizden fazla yazi ve haber vardir. Donemin tarih egitimi ve milli kimlik
anlayisinin Ahali Gazetesi tarafindan desteklendigi ve bu dogrultuda cesitli yazilarin ve haberlerin
mevcut oldugu tespit edilmistir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Tarih egitimi, toplumsal hafiza, milli kimlik, yerel basin, Samsun.
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GiRiS

Fransiz ihtilali ile baslayan siirecte ortaya cikan ve I. Diinya Savasi sonrasinda artarak devam eden milliyetci
soylemler, milli kimlik meselesini de ortaya koymustur. Bir toplumun milli bir kimlige sahip olmasi, o toplumun
gelismis milletler seviyesine yilikselmesinde 6nemli bir etken olarak kabul edilmistir (Sileymanov, 2003).
Tirkiye Cumbhuriyeti Devleti’nin kuruldugu donemde diinya genelinde milliyetgilik dnemli bir fikir akimiydi.
Tarih boyunca imparatorluklar kuran ve imparatorlukla idare edilen, milli devlet kurma yolundaki Tirk halkina,
millt bir kimlik bilincinin verilmesi ilk donem Cumhuriyet hikiimetlerinin 6nemli meselelerinden biri olmustur
(Yaldirim, 2013). Cinki Osmanli Devleti’nde inang ve diisiince temeline gore adlandirilan millet sisteminden,
duygu ve kiltir birligine dayanan milli bir devlete gecilmistir. Kimlik, biyik 6l¢lide bir kiltir sorunudur. Bu
nedenle Tirk halkinin kiltir kdkenlerine inilerek dil, tarih ve cografya alanlarinda 6nemli ¢alismalar
baslatiimistir (Kayadibi, 2006). 1929 - 1937 yillari arasini kapsayan siire¢ hem yeni bir milli kimlik hem de yeni
bir tarih yazma - yaratma iradesinin tecellisi olarak gorulebilir. Bu nedenle Cumhuriyet Dénemi’nin ilk yillarinda
millete kimlik kazandirma ¢alismalarinda tarih, Gzerinde 6nemle durulan bir alan olmustur (Akman, 2011).
Clnkd tarih, milletlerin hafizasidir. Her kurum, her toplum ve her birey varligini anlamlandirmanin bir kosulu
olarak bir gegmis duygusu ve bilincine ihtiya¢ duyar. Toplumlari bir arada tutan en énemli unsurlardan biri de
ortak bir gegmise sahip olmaktir. Dolayisiyla tarih bilincine sahip olmak ve yeni kusaklara bunu aktarmak
toplumlarin devamliligi icin 6nemlidir (Aslan & Avci Akgali, 2007). Bu nedenle Ulkede yogun bir tarih ve tarihe
yardimci diger bilimlerle ilgili arastirmalar baslamistir. Diizenli olarak Tiirk Tarih Kongreleri dizenlenmistir. Ulus
kimliginin, bilincinin ve duygusunun bir geregi olarak tarih ve dil calismalarina 6nem verilmistir (Ari, 2014).
Ozellikle Cumbhuriyet ilkelerinin yeni nesle benimsetiimesinde tarih dersleri ve egitimi &nemli bir rol
Ustlenmistir. 1930’dan itibaren tarih dersi mifredat ve ders kitaplarinda 6nemli degisikliklere gidilmistir. Ders
kitaplarinda, ulus devlet bilincinin olusturulmasina yonelik ifadeler yer almistir. Bilhassa Orta Asya tarihine genis
yer verilmis, basvuru kaynagi olarak da antropolojik ve dilbilimsel yaklasimlar esas alinmistir. Osmanlinin son
ylzyilinda askeri ve siyasal basarisizliklarin kolektif hafizada yarattigi olumsuzluklar ortadan kaldirilarak “mill
gurur”un yeniden insasi amaclanmistir (Vurucu, 2017). Batili toplumlar, cografi kesiflerle birlikte ekonomik,
sosyal, dini, hukuksal birgok yonden buyuk kultirel degisiklikleri sancili da olsa yasamistir (Bayri, 2008). Yeni
Tirk Devleti’nin belki de en biyik sansi, Anadolu Tirk halkinin, temelde olumsuz olarak gorilen siyasi, sosyal,
ekonomik bircok yonden hizla degisen dinyadaki gelismelere ayak uyduramayarak, eski gelenek ve toresini
devam ettirmesidir. Aydinlar, yapmis olduklari tarih, cografya, sosyoloji, dil, edebiyat ve gelenekler gibi kiltirel
ozelliklerin arastirilmasiyla ilgili calismalariyla milli kimligin ortaya c¢ikarilmasinda énemli bir rol Gstlenmislerdir
(Bayindir Uluskan, 2010). Atatiirk doneminde baslatilan halk egitimi calismalari, onun 6nderliginde sistematik
bir sire¢ haline getirilmistir. Bu toplumsal dénlsim, halkgi bir bakis acisi ile yogrulmus ve milletin kiltirel

diizeyini yiikseltecek bir vizyona sahip olmasi beklenmistir (Bayindir Uluskan, 2012).

Tirk tarihinde Tiirk milletini onurlandiran birgok olay ve kisi vardir. Bu dénemde Osmanl 6ncesi Turk tarihinin
kahraman ve olaylarina vurgu yapilmistir (Safran & Dilek, 2021). Tarihte blylk adamlar kuramindan ilham

alanlar, tarih derslerinde biyografilere genis yer verilmesini zorunlu gérmuslerdir. Bu gorlisi savunanlar, tarih

464



I.l OE E C (International Journal of Eurasian Education and Culture) Vol: 8, Issue: 20 2023

derslerinde yeri geldikge buyik adamlarin hayatlarinin anlatilmasinin ¢ok yararli olacagi, ¢linkii ¢ocuklar ve
genclerin bliylik adamlarin hayatini taklit etmekten zevk aldiklar gorisiindedirler (Sungu, 2002). 1927-1928
ogretim yilinda, ilkokullarda uygulanan son programda tarih dersinin amaci, "Cocuklara Turk milletinin ge¢misi
hakkinda bilgi verip, onlarda milli bilinci uyandirmak; buglinki uygarhgin uzun bir gegmisin Grinid oldugunu
anlatmak; buyuk sahislarin hayatlari ve yapmis olduklari faaliyetler anlatilarak ¢ocuklara iyi 6rnekler géstermek"
seklinde belirlenmistir (Capa, 2002). Ayni sekilde gegmisten giinimize tarih derslerinde deger 6gretimi icin de
en sik basvurulan yollardan biri tarihsel kahramanlardan yararlanmaktir. lyi ve kétiiniin ayirt edilmesinde
kahramanlarin rolleri ve bu kahramanlarin yasantilari, ne icin mucadele ettikleri, neye 6nem verdikleri vb.
olgular deger 6gretiminde etkili bulunmustur. Kahramanlar kadin ya da erkek, sadece sanli ve anilan kisiler
degil, ayni zamanda hareketleri ile yasadiklari toplumun ahlaki standart ve degerlerini ortaya koyan kisilerdir

(Demircioglu & Tokdemir, 2008).

Yine milli bayramlar ve anma torenleri de birlik ve beraberlik duygusunun en yogun yasandigi ve millet
hafizanin canlandiriimasinda ve canh kalmasinda 6nemli eylemlerdir. Cinki insanlar Gzerinde etkili olan ve
nesilden nesle ritlel, toren, simge veya farkli iletisim yontemleriyle aktarilan gegmis olaylar, birtakim degisimler
yasadiktan sonra topluma sunulmaktadir (Akgil & Goricl, 2020). Bunlara 6gretim programlarinda ve ders
kitaplarinda yer verildigi gibi cesitli etkinliklerle toplumda da yasatilip, devamliligi saglanmaktadir. Ozellikle halk
tarafindan kutlanmasi ve anilmasina odaklanan ulusal hafiza, tarihsel perspektif agisindan da 6nemlidir. Hig bir
yasal veya siyasi bir zorlama olmaksizin Atatlirk’iin 61im yildonim olan her 10 Kasim’da saat 9:05'te toplumun

her kesiminde saygi durusunda bulunulmasi bunun en giizel 6rnegidir.

Tipki bireylerin hafizasi gibi toplumlarin da hafizasi vardir. Kolektif hafiza, sosyal bilimlerde siklikla Gizerinde
¢aligilan bir kavram haline gelmistir. Kavrami literatiire kazandiran Fransiz sosyolog Maurice Halbwachs'tir.
Halbwachs, hocalari Henri Bergson ve Emile Durkheim’in hafiza ¢alismalarindan esinlenmis ve hafizayi kolektif
bir kavram olarak incelemeye baslamistir (Akgil & Goriicl, 2020). Kolektif hafiza, kolektif kimliklerin
olusmasinda ve korunmasinda 6nemli rol Gistlenmektedir. Nesiller arasinda zamansal stireklilik yaratan bir bag
kurar ve var olan sosyo-politik diizeni mesrulastirir (Gross, 2002: 342). Kolektif hafizanin yayilmasinda énemli
rol Ustlenen etmenlerden biri de tarihsel anlatilardir. Devletlerce kurumsallastirilmis tarih yaziminin ve
topluluklarda hakim olan tarih algisinin vatandaslik, kimlik ve ¢ogulculuk Uzerinde 6nemli etkisi vardir (Ugur
Cinar, 2017). Tarih kendi basina gegmiste yasanmis olaylar ériintiisiiyken, bugiinii yasayanlarin kiimdlatif algisi
olarak tanimlayabilecegimiz kolektif hafiza canli, degisken ve miidahaleye agiktir. Bu kapsamda tarih ile kolektif
hafiza arasindaki bag cok 6nemlidir (Biletska et al., 2014). Tarihsel hafiza, ge¢cmisin bilim adami tarzinda yeniden
insasidir. Gegmisten bize birakilan izlerin sistematik analizini esas alir. Kolektif hafiza ise aksine bu izlerin
nesillere aktarilmasina dayanir (Bilgin, 2008: 35). Toplumun ortak degerleri ve kimliginin yeni kusaklara
aktarilmasinda ve toplum hafizasinin yeniden canlandiriimasinda tarih egitimi ve tarihsel hafizanin 6nemi
blyuktlar. Halk kutlamalari ve tatil glnleri dahil olmak Gzere bircok anma tirl vardir. Heykeller ve anitlar;
bayraklar, para Uzerindeki resimler, armalar ve diplomatik semboller; kamu kurumlarinin, binalarin,

kasabalarin, yollarin, képrilerin, verilen édillerin ve cografi olaylarin adlari; halk sanati bunlardan bazilardir
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(Gibson, 2021). Kolektif hafiza ile tarihsel hafiza birbirinden bagimsiz degildir. Bu nedenle, 6zellikle ulus-
insasinin ilk evrelerinde kolektif hafiza kaderine birakilamaz (Basaran ince, 2010: 12). Cumhuriyetin ilk yillarinda
temelde var olan ancak uzun zaman dilimi icerisinde arka plana itilen ve farkinda olunmayan bu bilincin, etkili
bir tarih ve tarih egitimi politikalariyla tekrar giin yiiziine gikarilmasi icin 6nemli galismalara baslanmistir.
Kolektif hafizanin en etkin bicimlendirildigi alanlardan biri de medyadir. Gazeteci; gelecekte tarih yazacak

olanlara belge niteliginde triinler birakir (Basaran ince, 2010: 20).

Basinin en basta gelen islevi bireyleri bilgilendirerek haber vermektir. Ama bu haberler genellikle normal akis
esnasinda beklenilenin kesintiye ugramasidir. Yani ilging olmaya, olagan disina veya yeniye yoneliktir. Zaman
zaman bir olayin haber degeri olup olmadiginin degerlendirilmesi ile ilgili cesitli gérisler ileri sUrlilmustar.
Kiguk bir kasabada c¢ikan yerel bir haber ile 6rnegin bir baskentte ¢ikan ayaklanma veya patlama haberi ayni
degildir (Ben-Aaron, 2003; Yapar Goneng, 2012). Ancak basinin haber vermenin disinda bir de bilgilendirmek,
egitmek, denetlemek, elestirmek ve bdylece kamuoyu olusumuna katkida bulunmak gibi gorevi de vardir
(Girgin, 2001). Ulke genelinde siirekli ve diizenli olarak dagitimi yapilarak satisa sunulan yiksek tirajli
gazetelerden olusan ulusal basinin yani sira il, ilge ve beldeler gibi bliylk kentler digindaki yerlesim yerlerinde
ginlik, haftalik ya da daha genis araliklarla yayimlanan ve yayimlandiklari yoérenin haberlerini veren, sorunlarini
dile getiren yerel basinin da kamuoyu olusumuna katkisi blylktir (Girgin, 2001). Gliniimizde gecmis olayi en
etkili bicimde hatirlatma, bilgi edinme ve aydinlanma, egitim olanaklarini genis kitlelere yayma gorevini iletisim
araclan Ustlenmistir. Yerel gazetelerle egitim arasindaki iligki, bireye daha yakin olmasi ve yereli incelemesi
bakimindan daha etkili bulunabilir. Ogrenme teorileri agisindan da yakindan uzaga dogru 6grenme daha kalici

ve gecerlidir. Bu bakimdan yerel gazetelerden egitimde daha etkili yararlanilabilir (Erkilig, 2007).

Tirkiye’de basin, Milli Miicadele’nin kazanilmasinda ve toplumun bilgilendirilip bilinglendirilmesinde biyik rol
oynamistir. Milli Miicadele yillarini etkileyen basini U¢ grupta incelemek mimkindur: Milli Micadele
karsisindaki basin, yabanci basin ve Milli Micadele’yi destekleyen basin. Milli Miicadele’yi destekleyen Anadolu
basini, Milli Miicadele’yi yakindan takip etmistir. Bununla beraber itilaf devletleri subaylarinin kontroliinde ve
isgalinde olan bolgelerde gigliklerle ve engellerle karsilasmistir. Gerek maddi sikintilar gerek dagitimda
karsilasilan problemler gerekse kagit teminindeki glgliiklere ragmen kuvvetlerini ve seslerini duyurmaktan geri
kalmamislardir (Baykal, 1988). Ozellikle yerel basin, Milli Miicadele yillarinda &nemli bir sigrama yasamistir. Bu
yillarda, "tasra" sayilan Anadolu'nun isgal altinda olmayan yoérelerinde ¢ok sayida sireli yayin, bagimsizlik yanlisi
bir caba icinde olmustur (Firat, 1995). Basinin toplumdaki roliiniin, glicliniin ve 6neminin farkinda olan Mustafa
Kemal Pasa, daha ilk glinlerden itibaren basina blyk ilgi gostermistir. O glinlerde halka ulagsmanin tek yolu ve
araci gazetelerdi. Dolayisiyla bu dénemde, bir yandan verilen micadelenin halka duyurulmasi ve kamuoyu
olusturulmasi igin c¢alisilirken, diger yandan da bagimsiz ve milli bir basinin ortaya cikarilmasi igin ¢aba sarf
edilmistir (Bayindir Uluskan, 2010). Savas sonrasi yeni tarihsel sureg icerisinde sosyal bilimlerle ilgili calismalarin
halka kadar ulastiriimasi blylik 6nem tasimaktaydi. Halk sadece bilgilendirilmiyor ayni zamanda kolektif ve
tarihsel hafizasi da canlandirilarak, milli bir suur kazandirilmaya galisiiyordu. Bu sayede halk kendi 6z benliginin

ve kiiltirinin farkina varip, millet olma suuruna ulasmis olacakti. O dénemde halk egitiminde kullanilacak
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baslica vasitalar basin, gesitli dernekler ve kurumlarda (Halkevleri, Turk Ocaklari) verilen konferanslar, ¢ok
yaygin olmamakla birlikte radyo ve tiyatro idi (Bayindir Uluskan, 2012). Tabi ki bunlar igerisinde en etkililerinin
basinda gazeteler ve dergiler geliyordu. Bu gazete ve dergilerde milli suuru canlandiracak yazi ve siirler kaleme
aliniyor, resimlerle destekleniyordu. Ayrica Halkevleri 1950’ye kadar Halkevi Dergisi ¢ikararak dénemin

politikalarinin halka kadar ulagmasi ve yayginlik gdstermesi igin ¢alismalarda bulunmustur.

Samsun’da yayinlanan Ahali Gazetesi, Milli Micadele’yi ve ilk Cumhuriyet hikimetlerinin ortaya koydugu
egitim ve kultlr politikalarini destekleyen gazetelerden biridir. Gazetenin yayin hayatina basladigi 1917 (T.C.
State Yearbook 1926-1927: 783) tarihinden itibaren bu ydnde yazilar kaleme alinmistir. Gazete, Vatan
Matbaasi’'nda 400-500 adet olarak ilk zamanlarda haftada bir defa Persembe giinleri daha sonra haftada iki
defa yayimlanistir (Kocaoglu, 1999: 155). Cikarihs amacini, memleketin ilerlemesi ve halkin bilgilendirilmesi
olarak ifade edilmistir. ilk sayfasinda “Cumbhuriyetgi, Halkgi Haftallk Memleket Gazetesidir” ifadesi yer alir.
Gazetenin sahibi ve miidiirii, ismail Cenani Bey’dir. Gazetede, Karadeniz Bolgesi’nde faaliyet gésteren Pontus
cetelerine karsi, milli birlik ve beraberligi saglamaya yonelik ve milli direnisi destekleyen yazilar yazilmistir.
(iskender Kilig, 2020). ismail Cenani Bey, Milli Miicadele yillarinda Pontuscu cetelerinin Samsun ydresinde
yapmis olduklari faaliyetleri ve cinayetleri yorede gorev yapan bazi idarecilerden aldigi bilgiler isiginda
yayimlamistir. Savas sonrasinda ise gazete, hilkiimetin yapmis oldugu egitim ve kiltir politikalarini destekleyen
yazilar ile 6nemli gin ve haftalarla ilgili yayimlarda bulunmustur. Boylece gerek Milli Micadele gerekse
Cumbhuriyet déneminde Samsun halkini bilgilendirerek hem meydana gelen gelismelerden halki haberdar etmis

hem de yeni devletin kurulus felsefesi dogrultusunda bir kolektif ve tarihi hafiza olusturmustur.

Bu calismanin amaci, milli kimlik olusturma baglaminda kolektif hafizanin canlandiriimasinda tarih egitimi
politikalarinin Samsun vyerel basinina ne sekilde yansidiginin ortaya konulmasidir. Atatiirk D&nemi’nde
Samsun’da bir ¢ok gazete yayimlanmistir (Kocaoglu, 1999). Bu gazeteler igerisinde yayim hayatina uzun siire
devam eden ve egitim ve kiltlrel konulu yazi ve haberlere genis Olclide yer veren Ahali Gazetesi secilmistir.
Calismanin verileri, Ahali Gazetesi’'nin 1932-1937 yillari arasinda yayimlanan nishalarinin incelenmesiyle
toplanmistir. incelenen bu niishalarin icerisinde 107 niishada egitim ve kiiltir ile ilgili yaklasik 250 yazi ve haber

tespit edilmistir.

Bu calismada ele alinan problem; Atatirk déneminde milli kimlik olusturmak icin kolektif hafizanin

canlandirmasinda tarih egitimi politikalari Ahali Gazetesi’'nde yer alan haber ve yazilara nasil yansimistir?
Alt problemler

1. Milli Kimligin olusmasinda ve kolektif hafizanin canli tutulmasinda énemli olan Milli bayram kutlamalari Ahali

Gazetesi’'ne nasil yansimigtir?

2. Milli kimligin olusmasinda ve kolektif hafizada yer alan tarihi sahsiyetler ve devletlerle ilgili haber ve yazilar

Ahali Gazetesi’ne nasil yansimistir?
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YONTEM

Arastirma Modeli

Bu arastirma, 1917 yihindan 1944 yihina kadar yayimlanan Ahali Gazetesi’'nin, 1932-1937 yillari arasinda
yayimlanan 107 nidshasinin, dokiiman analizi yontemiyle incelendigi nitel bir ¢alismadir. Dokiiman analizi
yonteminde, belirli zaman dilimi icerisinde Gretilen kamu kayitlar, kisisel belgeler, popiler kiltir evraklari,
gorsel dokiimanlar gibi farkli kaynaklara basvurularak bunlarin analizi yapilir (Merriam, 2013). Sosyal ve beseri
bilimler alanlarinda galisan bilim insanlarinin 6zellikle de tarihgi ve arkeologlarin siklikla basvurduklari bir
yontemdir. Dokiiman analizi tek basina bir arastirma yontemi olabildigi gibi farkli nitel yontemler kullanildiginda
ek bilgi kaynagi olarak da yararlanilabilir (Yildirrm & Simsek, 2016). Popiiler kaltur evraklari olarak kabul géren
gazeteler, 6zellikle belli zaman diliminde toplumun gérus agisini belirlemek ve kiltirel egilim degisimlerinin
izlenebilmesi icin degerli kaynaklardir (Merriam, 2013). ilk dénem Cumhuriyet hiikiimetlerinin &nemli
meselelerinden biri olan Turk halkina milli kimlik bilinci kazandirmak igin yaptigi ¢alismalarin tarih, tarih egitimi,
tarihsel ve kolektif hafizanin canlandirilmasi baglaminda Samsun basinina nasil yansidigi, Ahali Gazetesi veri
kaynagi alinarak incelenmeye calisiimistir. Ulasilan dokiimanlarin her biri orijinaldir ve birincil elden kaynaktir.
Bunlarin icinde yer alan tarih ve tarih egitimi ile ilgili haberler taranmistir. Sonrasinda milli kimlik olusturma,
tarihsel ve kolektif hafiza baglamdaki yazilar milli bayramlar, tarihi sahsiyetler ve devletler konulari altinda
arastirmanin ¢alisma grubu olusturulmustur. Yabanci dil, kooperatifgilik, tarim, iktisat, saghk, muizik vb.
konularda verilen kurslar; okullarin agilmasi, durumlari, sayilari ve 6grencilere yapilan yardimlar; yayimlanan
kitap, sozlik ve dergiler; dini bilgiler gibi diger egitim ve 6gretimle ilgili haber ve yazilar ¢alismanin disinda

birakilmistir.

Verilerin Analizi

Elde edilen dokiimanlar, genel tarama ve icerik analizi teknigi kullanilarak ¢6ziimlenmistir. Belge ya da
dokiimanlarin kullanildigi calismalar, genellikle icerik analizi adi verilen 6zel bir analitik yaklasimi gerektirir
(Marshall & Rossman, 1999). icerik analizi genellikle yayinlanmis raporlar, gazeteler, reklamlar, kitaplar, web
sayfalar, dergiler ve diger dokiimanlarda yer alan yazilarin incelenmesiyle iliskilidir (Pior, 2014:360). Metni
anlamlandirmak ve yorumlamak igin anlatiimak istenilenleri tarih ve kiltiirel baglamda degerlendirebilmek
6nemlidir (Patton, 2018). Arastirmada, egitim ve kultir konulari ile ilgili olarak tespit edilen 107 nushada
yaklasik 250 yazi ve haber, dncelikle tarih sirasina gore tasnif edilmis, daha sonra bunlar da kendi icinde milli
bayram kutlamalari ile tarihi sahsiyetler ve devletler baslgl altinda tasnife tabi tutulmustur. Ayrica her yil
yayimlanan milli bayramlarla ilgili haberlerin tamamina makalede yer verilemeyeceginden, konuyu genis dl¢lide
kapsayan yazi ve haberlerin se¢cimde amacli 6rneklem yontemi tercih edilmistir. Calismada, gazetede yer alan
haberler, donemin kiltir ve egitim politikalari g6z onlinde bulundurularak bulgular kisminda ortaya
konulmustur. Bu yapilirken belgenin aslina bagl kalinmistir. 1928 yilinda Arap harflerinden Latin harflerinin
kabulliine yeni gecildigi icin gazete haberlerinde yer alan bazi kavramlarda, anlamayi kolaylastirmak icin

sadelestirmeler yapilmis veya imla hatalari dizeltilmistir.
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BULGULAR

Milli Bayramlar ve Onemli Giinler:

Gazete belirli giinlerde gikarilmaktadir. Ancak verdigi haberlerden de anlasilacagi tizere Milli Bayramlarda
gazetenin ¢ikarilmasina 6nem verilmistir (Ahali, 15 Mayis 1934). Ayrica Milli Bayram ve diger tatillerle ilgili
kanun sureti yayinlanmistir. Buna gore: Milli Bayram olarak yalniz Cumhuriyet’in ilan edildigi 29 Ekim kabul
edilmis, “Turkiye’nin icinde ve disarida devlet adina yalniz o giin téren yapilir”, ifadesi yer almistir. Bayram, 28
Ekim 6gleden sonra baslar ve 29-30 Ekim’de devam eder, denilmektedir. Onun disinda ise yalnizca genel tatil
glinleri mevcuttur. Bunlar: 30 Agustos Zafer Bayrami (Milli Miidafaa Vekilligi tarafindan hazirlanacak programa
gore toren yapilir), 22 Nisan 6gleden sonra baslayip 23 Nisan’da devam eden Ulusal Egemenlik Bayrami, 1
Mayis Bahar Bayrami, lg¢ glin Seker (Ramazan) Bayrami, dort giin Kurban Bayrami, 31 Aralik 6gleden sonra

baslayip 1 Ocak tatil olan Yilbasidir (Ahali, 12 Haziran 1935).

Tarkiye Buyuk Millet Meclisi’nin agilisinin on ikinci yil doniimi nedeniyle bu konuya, 23 Nisan’da tam bir sayfa
ayrilmistir. Bu tarih, “Tarihe altin yaldizla yazilan, Tirk tarihinin sbnmez, unutulmaz, seref ve sani olan ulu bir
gun” olarak ifade edilmistir. Bu giunde Tirk Milletinin, Tirk topraklarini gignemek isteyen diigmana izin
vermeyerek, Tirkin zafer ve istiklal ruhunu, ilim ve medeniyet askini diinyaya gosterdigi belirtilmistir. Ayrica
Osman Bey’in beylik ilani, Fatih’in istanbul’un fethi, Murat’in Kosova, Selim’in iran zaferlerinin bu basari kadar
serefli olmadigi ve boylesine blyik bir glinlin ¢ocuga armagan edildigi vurgulanmistir. “Clink{i ¢ocuk bir millet
ve bir memleket demektir, yarinin bilim ve medeniyetini, zafer ve istiklalini yasatacak buglinkii ¢ocuklardir”
ifadesine yer verilmistir (Ahali, 23 Nisan 1932). 1933’teki 23 Nisan’da ise yine gazete ilk sayfayi tam sayfa olarak
bu glnln anlam ve 6nemi icin ayirmistir. M. Kamil’in kaleme aldigi yazida, 23 Nisan’in tek bir seyi ifade
etmedigi, 16 Mart 1919, 16 Mayis 1919, 23 Temmuz 1919, 4 Eylul 1919, 11 Eylil 1919 vs. birgok glini iginde
barindirdigi ifade edilmistir. Cok uzun bir yazidan sonra “Cocuk yurdun temeli, ona hiirmet etmeli” ve “Yasasin
Tirk yurdu, Yasasin Cumhuriyet, Yasasin Gazi Pasa, Yasasin Turk cocugu” climleleri ile yazisini noktalamistir.
Daha sonraki yillarda da bu bayrama gazetenin ilk sayfasinda ve devaminda diger sayfalarda yer verilmistir.
Gazetenin adinin hemen yaninda “Bundan 50 yil 6nce Atatiirk de bir cocuktu 44 yil sonra Kemal Atatirk oldu”
yazisiyla birlikte ¢ikmistir. Hemen altinda “Cocuklari Seviniz Mesut Olsun Eviniz”, “Bayraminiz Kutlu Olsun
Cumhuriyet Cocuklar” seklinde birkag baslk yer almaktadir. Ayrica ismet inénii’'niin bir sdylevine ve Tiirk
Yavrularina adl bir siire yer verilmistir. ikinci sayfada yazinin devami ve (g siir yer almaktadir. 23 Nisan, Tiirkiin

varlik giint olarak gérilmistir (Ahali, 23 Nisan 1935).

19 Mayis 1933 tarihli gazetede bu giinlin anlam ve 6nemi i¢in gazetenin ilk sayfasi tam sayfa olarak ayrilmis, 3.
sayfada da devam edilmistir. Yaziyi kaleme alan A. ihsan’dir. Ozellikle Mustafa Kemal Pasa’nin Samsun’a giktigi
bugiin ile ilgili olarak, Samsun vurgusu siklikla yapilmistir. Yazinin bashg “19 Mayis GAZI giiniidiir” seklindedir.
Devaminda “Bugiin Biylk Gazimizin Tirkleri ve Tirkiye'yi kurtarma azmiyle Samsun’a c¢iktiginin yil

donlimidur”, ifadesi yer alir. Buglinii memleketin istiklali, inkilabin temeli olarak ifade etmistir. O zamana kadar
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yapilan butln yeniliklere yazida yer verilmistir. Ayrica 19 Mayis’ta halkevlerini inkilap Ulkiisi edinmeli, koy
odalarina varincaya kadar her bucakta inkilap askiyla cosan insanlar toplanmali, buglnin blyGkIlGga
anlatiimalidir, denilmektedir. Ancak bdyle olursa inkilap koklesir, irtica hortlamaz vurgusu yapilmistir (Ahali, 19
Mayis 1933). 1934 yilinin 19 Mayis glinkii gazete “Yurttas! Bu serefli Glinlin Kutlu Olsun” bashigiyla ¢ikariimis,
hemen altinda “On bes sene evvel bu giin olmasaydi bugtinkii varligin, serefin, istiklalin olmayacakt1” ifadesine
yer verilmistir. Devaminda buglnin anlam ve 6nemi belirtilmis, daha sonra Tirk Savasinin Kahramanlar
basligiyla Mustafa Kemal Pasa, ismet Pasa, Kazim Pasa ve Fevzi Pasa’nin resimlerine yer verilmistir. Samsun
halkinin vatanperverligi ve fedakarligina vurgu yapilip, Mustafa Kemal’in “Samsun’u ve Samsun halkini
gordigim zaman memleket ve millete ait bitln dislince ve kararlarimin her durumda gergeklestirilebilir
olduguna bir defa daha kuvvetle inandim” seklinde devam eden, 20 Eylil 1924’te Samsun Belediye dairesindeki
nutku nesredilmistir (Ahali, 19 Mayis 1934). Bir yil sonra yine 19 Mayis Atatlirk’tin Samsun’a ¢ikisinin yil
dénumiine gazetenin ilk sayfasinda tam sayfa ve i¢ sayfalarda kismen yer verilmistir. Ayrica H. Riisdii Cogskun’un
da bir dortligine yer verilmistir. “19 Mayis” bashgiyla biri Avukat Kamil Sirmen digeri Kazim Dilcimen
tarafindan kaleme alinmis iki yazi yer almaktadir. Bu yazilar 2. sayfada da devam etmektedir. Ayrica yine ayni
adla bir de siir vardir. Burada 6zellikle Kazim Dilcimen’in yazisinda Turklerin Anadolu’nun yerli halki oldugu,
Etilerle yakin iliskisi olan Kaska Turklerinin Samsun cevresinde yasadigi, Batidan gelen Frik (muhtemelen Frigler)
Tirklerinin  Anadolu’nun batisinda kaldiklari, bircok Tirk unsurun buraya geldigi, Hiristiyan Kuman ve
Pecgeneklerin ise Pontus adiyla burada devlet kurduklari ifade edilmektedir. En eski donemlerden Osmanh
Devleti’'nin eline geginceye kadarki Samsun tarihi anlatildiktan sonra 19 Mayis 1919’da Atatirk Samsun’a
ciktiginda tlkenin durumuna deginilerek, bagimsizlik adina Oguz ve Kutluk Kagan’dan ¢ok daha gli¢ bir isin
basarildigi dile getirilmistir (Ahali, 19 Mayis 1935). 19 Mayis nedeniyle istanbul Universitesi konferans
salonunda biyilk bir téren yapilmis ve Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiiltesi Profeséri Ali Fuad Basgil tarafindan bir
konferans verilmistir. Samsun’un Carsamba ilcesinden olan Prof. Dr. Ali Fuad Basgil’in bu konferansi, bes bolim
halinde gazetenin ilk sayfasinda yayinlanmistir. Konferansta, 19 Mayis 1919’da Atatirk Samsun’a c¢iktiginda
Ulkenin durumu, eski tarihlerin “Kiiciik Asya Ambari” dedikleri Samsun ve konumunun 6zellikleri, bagimsizliga
giden siirecin kisaca degerlendirilmesi, Birinci Diinya Savasi ile Milli Harbi'nin karsilastirilmasi konularina
deginilmis, konferansin sonunda genclige ve dinleyenlere seslenerek modern Tirkiye'nin dogusunu, siyasi ve
sosyal degisimlere ve yeniliklere yol agan psikolojik sebepleri iyi bilmek gerektigi, hiir ve bagimsiz Turk devleti
icin hir ve mesut vatandas yaratmanin geng neslin vazifesi oldugu vurgulanmistir (Ahali, 4 Haziran 1936; 11

Haziran 1936; 18 Haziran 1936; 25 Haziran 1936).

30 Agustos tarihli gazetenin ilk sayfasinda “On sene evvel bugiin Tirk ordusu, Turk milletinin istiklali igin
carpisti” bashkli yazi “sanli zaferimiz” olarak devam etmektedir. 30 Agustos, Tiirk milliyetperverliginin bitiin
cihanca taninmis son zaferi olarak ifade edilmistir. Ozellikle Yunanlilara indirilen bu biiyiik darbenin, Yunanhlik
icin blyUk bir ceza ve gelecek icin bir ders niteliginde oldugu vurgusu yapilmistir. Tlrk ordusu ve sehitlerle ilgi
genis bir yazi kaleme alinmistir. Ayrica “30 Agustos” adiyla ve “Batiya sunuyorum” ifadesiyle Ali Fethi Bey

tarafindan yazilmis bir siire de yer verilmistir. 30 Agustos her yil gazetenin ilk sayfasinda ve devami igeride diger
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sayfalarda verilerek kutlanmistir. “Bugiin Utku ve Ugak Bayrami Bagladi” basligi ile verilmistir. Cumhuriyetin ilk
yillarinda ugak ve ugak alimina son derece dnem verildigini gazetenin cesitli niishalarinda gormek mimkiindiir.
GUnUn anlam ve 6nemi ile ilgili ¢esitli yazilarin yaninda siirlere de yer verilmistir (Ahali, 30 Agustos 1935; 30

Agustos 1936).

29 Ekim Cumbhuriyet Bayrami, gazetede “Vatandas! Kaninla ve caninla kazandigin Cumbhuriyeti, ilelebet
muhafaza etmek birinci vazifendir” bashg ile verilmistir. Yazida, on yilik cumhuriyet rejiminin halka
kazandirdiklari, on yil dnceki tilkenin ve halkin durumu kisaca anlatiimistir. Yapilan savaslar, savaslarda binlerce
Tark kaninin aktigl, Ataturk’in yaptiklari ve o karanlk glnlerden sonra yepyeni bir devletin kuruldugu ifade
edilmistir. Ardindan cumhuriyet rejiminin halka kazandirdiklari siralanmistir. Tiirk inkilabinin yaratildigi, eski
donemlerde yikselmeye engel olan bircok engelin yok edildigi, halka blylik yik getiren asar vergisinin
kaldirilarak artik Turk koylistinin kendisi ve kendi ambarlari igin ¢alistigi, tlkenin en lcra koselerine kadar
okullarin agildigl, yeni alfabe ile bilgi ve edebiyatin gelistigi, okuma-yazmanin arttigi, laik ve demokratik esaslara
dayanan bir idarenin geldigi, yol ve simendiferlerin hizla arttigi, Samsun-Sivas demiryolunun bitirildigi vb. bircok
konuya deginilmistir. Atatirk’in bir resmi, altinda “Ulu rehber ve kurtaricimiz Gazi Hazretleri” yazisiyla
verilmistir (Ahali, 29 Ekim 1932). 29 Ekim 1933’te Cumhuriyetin ilaninin onuncu yil déniminde gazete tam
sayfa bu kutlamaya ayirmistir. ilk sayfada Mustafa Kemal’in resmine yer vererek, “Kéyli ancak bugiin biyik bir
bayram yapmaldir” diyerek “Varlik Bayrami” bashgi ile bir yazi kaleme alinmistir. Ayrica “Tlrk Genci! Gazi
Cumbhuriyeti Sana Emanet Etti “, “Turk inkilabi ve Onun Manasi” adl alt basliklarla yazilar kaleme alinmistir.
ikinci sayfada ismet Pasa, Siikrii Kaya, Zekai Bey, Refik Bey ve Celal Bey’in resimlerine yer verilmistir. Avukat M.
Kamil Bey, “Cumhuriyetin On Yildaki Kazandirdiklar” baslkli yazisinda cumhuriyet, hikiimet-i cumhuriyet,
demokrasi, medeni kanun gibi kavramlar agiklayarak, giiniin 6nemi iizerine bir yazi kaleme almistir. Ugiincii
sayfada alti vekilin resmini vererek, “On Yillik Cumhuriyetimize Bir Bakis” baslikli bir yazi kaleme alinmigtir. Bu
yazida cumhuriyetin ne zorluklar ve acilar pahasina elde edildigi, Turk irkinin bliytkligi ve kahramanligina
vurgu yapilmistir. Dérdiincii sayfada “Tiirk Ordusu Milletin Oziidiir” basligi altinda bugiinlere gelmede ordunun
onemi Uzerinde durulmustur. Fevzi Pasa’nin resminin altinda Sarikaya’dan Cankaya’ya adl bir siir yer
almaktadir. Besinci sayfada Cumhuriyetin her alanda sagladigi gelismelerden bahsedilmistir. Altinci ve yedinci
sayfalarda “Hakimiyet Milletindir” bashigi ve “Varlik Bayrami” alt bashgi altinda bas makalenin devamina yer
verilerek bitirilmistir. Yedinci sayfada ise “Tiirk inkilabi ve onun manasi” alt bashginda yine birinci sayfadaki
yaziya yer verilmistir. Onuncu sayfada ikinci sayfadaki “Cumhuriyet On Yildaki Kazandirdiklari” adli yaziya
devam edilmistir. Burada Cumhuriyet hiikimetinin Disislerinde, bayindirlik islerinde, maliyede, egitimde, ziraat,
orman, maden, veteriner ve hayvan yetistirmede ve diger bircok alanda getirdigi yeniliklere yer verilmistir
(Ahali, 29 Ekim 1933). Bundan sonraki yillarda gazete, 29 Ekim’de yapilan inkilaplar ve ¢alismalar hakkinda bilgi
vermistir. O devrin devlet politikasi geregi, Turklige, bagimsizliga, ilerlemeye dair bashklar kullanilmistir:
“Tirkiin Kurtulusu, inkilaplari, Calismalarl”, “Tiirkiim, hiirim ne mutlu bana” “Cumhuriyet Tiirkiin Ruhu”, “En

Buylk Gin” vb. (Ahali, 29 Ekim 1935; 29 Ekim 1936).

471



I.l OE E C (International Journal of Eurasian Education and Culture) Vol: 8, Issue: 20 2023

Tarihi Sahsiyetler ve Devletler

Attila, “Cihangir Atilla bashgi altinda Zibeyiroglu Fuat tarafindan kaleme alinmistir. Yazi, “1400 yil 6nce 700 bin
ath ile Avrupa’yl bastanbasa sararak bugilinkii medeniyetin temelini olusturan biyik Hun Hakani Atilla’nin
oluminden 1465 yil gecti” seklinde baslamaktadir. Attila’nin her Tirk’in kalbinde buyik bir sevgi ve saygisi
oldugu dile getirilmistir. Atilla Avrupa’ya gelince, ¢adir kurdugu Eleza Burg’'da (Buda Peste) yazarin ifadesiyle
Macar kardeslerimiz bliyik bir gelisme gostereceklerdir. Yazar Atilla’yi orta boylu, genis gogusla, cikik yuzli ve
heybetli bakisli olarak tanimlar. Altay ve Turan Ulkesinin illerinin bir giin bile egilmeyen basi ile baska istilacilar
gibi merhametsiz ve sefkatsiz olmadigini vurgulamaktadir. Tarihin, higbir insana kismet etmedigi cihangirligi ona
verdigini ve milyonlarca insani istedigi gibi ydonetmeyi bahsettigini ifade eder. Fakat Onun, damarlarindaki temiz
ve asil Tirk kaninin verdigi yiksek duygu ile daima bagislayici oldugunu dile getirmistir. Yazar Attila’nin
Avrupa’daki faaliyetlerine, savaslarina ve zaferlerine de yazisinda yer vermistir. Gotlari (ki onlarin simdiki
Fransizlar oldugunu belirtmistir) yendigini, Roma’yi aldigini ve onlari haraca bagladigini belirtikten sonra onunla
ilgili soyle bir anekdot ile yazisina son vermistir: Romalilar, bir siire sonra haraci 6deyemeyip borglaninca
Attila’dan sire istemek amaciyla bir heyet gondermislerdir. Heyetin iginde bir de suikastgi vardir. Attila bu
heyeti ¢adirinda kabul eder. Bas elgi “Dedeleri asil, babasi asil, asaletli hilkimdarimin ulu hakandan dilegi,
borglarimizin biraz zaman daha ertelenmesidir” der. Attila bu sozleri sessizce dinledikten sonra “Benim ne
dedelerim asil ne babam asil. Ben dyle bir millete mensubum ki onun her ferdi asildir. Ve bu milletin adi da
Tark’tlr. Gidiniz hikiimdariniza séyleyiniz, haracinizi bir miiddet daha uzattim. Beni 6ldirmek icin gelen
icinizdeki su adami da bagisladim” der (Ahali, 29 Ekim 1932). Burada Turk Tarih sentezinde hedeflendigi gibi bir

Tirk olarak Attila’nin glicinden bahsedilirken ayni zamanda bir Tiirk olarak zekasina da vurgu yapilmaktadir.

“Evliya Celebiye gore Samsun” bashkl yaziyi Muallim Kazim kaleme almistir. Dipnotlarda verdigi bilgilerle de
destekledigi yazisinda Evliya Celebi'nin géziinden Samsun anlatilmigtir. Yaziya baglarken dnce Evliya Celebi ile
ilgili bilgiye yer vermistir. Evliya Celebi’yi her zaman iftihar edecegimiz en bliylik cografyacimiz ve seyyahimiz
olarak tanitir. Seyahatnamenin ikdamci Ahmet Cevdet ve Necip Asim Beylerin calisma ve gayretiyle 1314 (1896)
yilinda tabedildigi belirtilmistir. Ikinci ciltte (sayfa 77-78) Samsun’dan bahsedildigini belirterek, aynen
aktarmistir. Buna goére dncelikle Samsun’un Osmanli topraklarina katilincaya kadar tarih boyunca kimlerin eline
gectigi ile ilgili kronolojik olarak kisa bir bilgi vermistir. Daha sonra Samsun’un cografi, idari ve sosyal yapisi

hakkinda bilgi verir. Sehirde avamin olmadigi fakat ulemasinin ¢ok olduguna vurgu yapar (Ahali, 1 Kasim 1932).

“Cihanniima’da Canik”, Muallim Kazim tarafindan kaleme alinmistir. Katip Celebi’nin eseri olan Cihanniima’dan
hareketle Samsun ve ilgelerinin anlatildigl bu yazida, dipnotlarda Evliya Celebi ile karsilastirmalar yapilmistir.
Cihanniima’da Samsun ve c¢evresinde bahsedilen batakliklarin Cumhuriyet doéneminde kurutuldugu
belirtiimektedir. Ozellikle Mecidiye Caddesi'nin daha énceden 6rdek avlanacak kadar bataklik oldugu hatta

sehrin bazi evlerinin tizerinde bulundugu bir géliin burada oldugu anlatilmaktadir (Ahali, 29 Kasim 1932).
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Samsun’un meshurlari ile ilgili M. Sakir ve M. Kazim Beyler tarafindan kaleme alinan “Samsun Mesahiri
Hakkinda Birkag Not” baslikli yazida, 15. ylzyil sairlerinden Canikli Necmi ile 16. ylzyil sairlerinden Canikli Zahiri
tanitilmistir. Her ikisi de sipahidir. Necmi, Fatih Sultan Mehmed ve oglu Il. Bayezit déneminde, Zahiri ise Yavuz
Sultan Selim ve Kanuni Sultan Stleyman dénemlerinde yagsamistir. Siirlerinden 6rnekler verilmistir. Gazetenin
daha sonraki tarihli nishalarinda bu yazi dizisine devam edilmistir. 16. ylzyilda yasamis Ladikli bir sair olan
Medhi ile 16. ylzyilin sonu 17. ylzyilin basinda yasamis olan Ladikli sair Edip tanitilmis ve siirlerinden 6rnekler
verilmistir. Bu yazi dizisinde ilerleyen zamanlarda Nasuhoglu Abdilmecit, Mehmet Celebi ve Nasuhoglu Yahya

tanitilmistir (Ahali, 4 Nisan 1933).

M. Sakir tarafindan kaleme alinan yazi “Nasuh Pasa Destani” basligi ile verilmistir. Yazidan anlasildigi kadariyla
Halk Edebiyatina ait malzemeler toplanmaktadir. Bunlarin icinde destanlar da mevcuttur. Bunlardan birinin de
Osmanoglu Nasuh Pasa oldugu ifade edilmistir. Bu kisi tarihi bir sahsiyettir ve 17. ylzyihn sonu 18. yiizyilin
baslarinda yasamistir. Osmanl devlet adamlarindan biridir. Serdengecti Agasi, Beylerbeyi olarak gorev yapmis,
Sam’a vali tayin edilmistir. Kisaca hakkinda bu bilgi verildikten sonra idami ile ilgili olarak iki destana yer

verilmistir (Ahali, 25 Temmuz 1933).

Hayrettin Nadi tarafindan kaleme alinan ve Canikli ailesinden Mahmut Tayyar Pasa’nin tanitildigi yazida onun
devlet adamliginin yani sira Gilistan edebiyatinda yetismis 6nemli bir divan sairi oldugu vurgulanmuistir. Il. Selim
devrinde Rusya’ya karsi Anapa ve havalisindeki faaliyetlerini kapsayan devlet adamligi, diplomatligi ve esareti

ile ilgili bilgi verildikten sonra divanina yer ayrilmistir (Ahali, 15 Agustos 1933).

ilging yazilardan biri de Samsunlu Muallim Kazim adiyla kaleme alinan “Schiltberger’in Yilanlar” bashkh yazidir.
Yazar, daha 6nce Samsun’da yayimlanan “Ylrlyls” mecmuasinda Alman Johannes Schiltberger’in kitabindan ve
bunun Samsun ile ilgili kismindan bahsettigini belirterek yazisina baglamistir. Burada ise yine kitap ve yazari ile
ilgili kisa bir bilgi verdikten sonra, kitapta garip ve acayip olaylardan bahsedildigini ifade ederek, bunlarla kitabin
daha dikkat gekici hale geldigini belirtmektedir. Bu acayip olaylardan biri de Schiltberger’in I. Bayezit’in yaninda
Samsun’da iken meydana gelen olaydir. Buna goére bu esnada bircok yilan Samsun sehrinde ortaya ¢ikarak,
sehrin etrafindaki ovayi ve sehirden itibaren bir mil mesafeye kadar her yeri istila etmistir. Bu yilanlarin bir
kismi denizden bir kismi ise ormandan gelmistir. Birbirleriyle kavga etmeden 6nce dokuz giin boyunca
toplanmislardir. Bu esnada insanlara ve misafirlere zarar vermemislerdir. Onuncu gilin sabahtan aksam giines
batincaya kadar birbirleriyle kavga etmislerdir. Bu duruma birgok kisi sahit olmustur. Deniz yilanlari orman
yilanlarina yenilmistir. Sekiz bin 6li yilandan baska geriye bir sey kalmamistir. Bunlar da bir gukur kazilarak
gomilmiustir. Kitapta bu olayda deniz yilanlarinin yenilmesinin, I. Beyazit'in denizlerin de hakimi olacagina

isaret oldugu seklinde yorumlandigi ifade edilmistir (Ahali, 26 Eylal 1933).

“Osmanlilarin ilk Samsun Beyi Aleksandr Sisman” baslikli yazi, Samsun’un Tarihi késesinde yer almistir.
Aleksandr Sisman, Bulgaristan’da hiikim siren beylerden biri olarak belirtilmistir. Bulgaristan fethedilince

yurtsuz kalmis, Muslimanhgl kabul ederek, Beyazit'in mahiyetine girmistir. Bunun neticesi olarak Samsun’un
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fethinden sonra buraya bey olarak atanmigtir. Osmanli Devleti’nin ilk yillarinda Mdisliman oldugu halde
isimlerini degistirmeyenler vardir. Aleksandr Sisman da bunlardan biridir. Yaziyi kaleme alan vyazar,
Bulgaristan’da hikim siren Sisman silalesinin aslen Kipcak-Kuman Tirklerinden geldigini ifade etmektedir.
Buna gore Kumanlar, 888 senesinde batiya siirdikleri Pegeneklerin yerinde yani Volga ile Ural ve Hazar
Denizi'nin kuzeyinde bulunuyorlardi. 1067’de Dinyeper kiyilarina geldiler. Ruslar bunlara “sari sagli” diyorlardi.
12. asirda Ruslar Polonya’ya, Moravya’ya ve asagl Bizans arazisine akinlarda bulunuyorlardi. 1087'de
Balkanlarda gorildiler. Daha 6nce yardim ettikleri Pegeneklerin Bizans tarafindan katliama ugramalarina seyirci
kaldilar. Latinlere karsi Bizans ile muttefik olan Bulgar kralinin idaresinde 14.000 Kuman vardi. Kumanlar bu
miinasebetle Fransizlara ¢ok fazla zayiat verdiler. 1206’da Fransizlari tekrar hezimete ugrattilar. 1223-1227
yillari arasinda Kumanlar arasinda Hiristiyanlk yayildi. Mogollarin baskilari tizerine Ukrayna’dan Macaristan ve
Romanya’ya gbé¢ etmek mecburiyetinde kaldilar. Macaristan’i tahrip edip, buraya yerlestiler. Ancak bir Mogol
istilasi sirasinda Macarlar, Kuman Beyini oldirdiler. Bunun Uzerine Kumanlar, Macaristan’i tahrip ederek
Bulgaristan’a gectiler. Kumanlardan gelen “Terter”ler silalesi, Tirnova tahtina gectikleri gibi, Aleksandr
Sisman’in geldigi aile de merkezi Vidin olan Bulgaristan’da kiglik bir sahayi ele gegirdi. Aleksandr Sisman,
Misliman olmakla butin Tirklerce kabul edilen bir dine girdi. Dolayisiyla Samsun’un fethinden sonra tayin

edilen ilk bey aslen Turk’tir (Ahali, 7 Ekim1933).

Yunus Emre’ye de gazetede yer verilmistir. Haberde “Milli sairimiz” ifadesi kullanilarak Yunus Emre anisina 15
Nisan Pazar giini saat 21:00’de anma toreni yapilacagi ifade edilmistir (Ahali, 10 Nisan 1934). Gazetenin daha
sonraki niishasinda Yunus Emre’nin siirlerine yer verilmistir (Ahali, 17 Nisan 1934). Bir yil sonra yine gazetenin
ilk sayfasinda “Buyuk Tirk Ozani Yunus Emre’nin (nli sanli nami diin gece Halkevinde saygi ile anildi” bashgiyla
verilmistir. Halkevinde yapilan Yunus Emre gecesinde dil, edebiyat, tarih baskani Cemal Giltekin’in
konusmasina yer verilmistir. Konusmasini o zamanin dil politikasi geregi “ari bir Tiirkge” ile yapmistir. Yunus
Emre’nin kisisel 6zellikleri, halkin goéziindeki degeri, Tlirkce yazdig siirleri ve Turkce ile duygularini dile getirip,
bu dile yaptigi katkilari anlatilmistir. Ayrica siirlerine de yer verilmistir. Gazetenin ayni nishasinda 9 Nisan Sal
aksami Mimar Sinan ve 15 Nisan Pazartesi aksami da Tirklerin biyik sairi Yunus Emre gecesinin Halkevinde ¢ok
ylksek katilimla kutlandigi ifade edilmistir (Ahali, 16 Nisan 1935). Yine bir yil sonra ilk sayfada “Yunus Emre
Sehrimizde Sevgiyle Anild1” bashiginin altinda “Blyiik Halk Sairi Yunus Emre” alt baslikli bir yazi ile Yunus Emre
icin yazilan iki siire yer verilmistir. Onun 6z Turk sairi oldugu, zamaninin Arap ve Acem diliyle yazilan siirlerine
karsihk saf bir Turkce ile yazdig siirlerini halka sevdirdigi ve halkin kalbinde ayri bir yerinin oldugu
vurgulanmistir (Ahali, 16 April 1936).

Tirk Tarihinin 6nemli sahsiyetlerinden biri olan Mimar Sinan ile ilgili olarak gazetenin adinin hemen yaninda
“Tirklerin Dahi Mimari Koca Sinan’in Bugiin Olimiiniin 348 inci Déniim Yilidir” yazisi yer almaktadir. Ayrica yine
gazetenin ilk sayfasinda “Biitiin Olmez Eserlerinin Saglamlik ve inceligiyle Diinyaya Un Salan Mimar Sinan’in
Yiice Ruhunu Analim” basligi altinda Mimar Sinan’in kisa bir hayat hikayesine yer verilmistir. Daha sonra
katildigi seferlere, Van Goli’nde Litfi Pasa’ya Ui¢ kadirga yaptigina, istanbul’da ve gesitli yerlerde yaptigi birgok

esere yer veren uzun bir yazi Ali Ertan tarafindan kaleme alinmistir. Ayrica ayni giin saat 20:30’da Samsun
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Halkevinde Mimar Sinan ile ilgili bir anma gecesinin yapilacagi duyurulmustur. Bir yil sonra 9 Nisanda gazetenin
ilk sayfasinda “Tlrk Dahisi Mimar Sinan ve Kisaca Hayati” ve “Mimar Sinan” basliklari altinda iki yazi kaleme
alinmistir. “Mimar Sinan ve Halk” adli bir de siire yer verilmistir. Bu yazilarda Mimar Sinan’in 9 Nisan 1588
tarihinde vefat ettigi, bu nedenle Halkevinde her yil anma programinin yapilmasinin uygun gorildigi, Mimar
Sinan’in mimari ve sanatinin en 6nemli kisilerinin basinda geldigi, boyle 6nemli kisilerin taninmasi ve
tanitilmasinin gelecek nesiller igin 6rnek teskil edecegi ifade edilmistir. Mimar Sinan’in kendi deyimiyle toplam
eser sayisinin 17 imaret, 81 cami, 51 mescit, 30 medrese, 33 saray, 80 kopri, 7 su kemeri, 17 tirbe ve 6 mahzen

olarak verilmistir (Ahali, 9 Nisan 1936)..

Gazete, Merzifon Halkevinde Sileyman Nazif'in 6liminin 9. yildonimi minasebetiyle bir anma gecesinin
tertip edildigini ifade ederek; hayati ve eserleri ile ilgili konusmalarin yapildigi ve “Hazreti isa’ya Agik Mektup”
adl yazisinin okundugunu yazmistir. Ayrica iki stitun halinde Sileyman Nazif'in hayati ve eserleri ile ilgili bilgi

vermistir (Ahali, 23 Ocak 1936).

Mithat Cemal Tansuk tarafindan Ug¢ yazi dizisi seklinde kaleme alinan “Nev’i Hayati ve Eserleri” adli yazida,
NeVv’inin hayati hakkinda bilgi verilmis, 1ll. Murat tahta ¢ikinca ciilGsiye yazdigi, bu kasidenin sarayda ¢ok
begenildigi ve terfi ettigi ifade edilmistir. 1581 tarihinde yapilan ve kirk giin kirk gece siiren siinnet digliniinde
Sdriye isimli kasidesini padisahin huzurunda okumustur. Edirnekapi’da Mihrimah Sultan Medresesi’'nde gorev
yaptigl, oradan da Cinarli Medrese’ye sahn miderrisi olarak tayin edildigi belirtilmistir. Padisahin ¢ocuklarina
hocalik yapmustir. Siirlerinden 6rnekler verilmistir (Ahali, 16 Temmuz 1936; 30 Temmuz 1936; 10 Ekim 1936; 1
Kasim 1936; 8 Kasim 1936).Menglc Atsiza Yoldas (Fethi Tevetoglu) tarafindan kaleme alinan “Samsunlu
Alimler” baslikli yazi dizisinde, istanbul’da Beyazit Camii icindeki Veliyyiiddin Efendi Kiitiiphanesinde 2361-2362
numaralariyla kayith Seyh Feyzioglu Seyh Mehmed’in iki ciltlik Zeylli'z Zeyl Sakaik-i Numaniye adli eserinin
taranmasi sonucu, istanbul medreselerinde yetisen Samsunlu ulemanin hal terciimeleri kitaptaki siraya gére

verilmistir. 8 kisi tanitilmistir (Ahali, 6 Agustos 1936; 20 Agustos 1936; 12 Kasim 1936; 26 Kasim 1936).

Gazete, Mehmet Akif Ersoy’un vefat haberini M. Sukri Firat’in kaleminden “Biyik Vatan Sairi Mehmed Akif’i
de Kaybettik” basligi ile ilk sayfadan vermistir. Mehmet Akif Ersoy’u, Tiirk vataninin ve inkilap Tirkiyesi’nin son
derece biiyiik bir edebiyatcisi, Canakkale Destani ve istiklal Marsi gibi iki bliyiik abide eseri ortaya koyan ve Tiirk
ruhunu tarihe intikal ettiren blylk vatan sairi olarak tanimlamistir. Misralari hem kalbe hem de ruha
dokunacak, misralarindaki her bir kelimenin bin alem yaratacak ve insani duygulandiracak kuvvette biyiik bir

vatan sairi olarak ifade edilmistir (Ahali, 7 Ocak 1937).

TARTISMA ve SONUC

Cumbhuriyetin ilk yillarinda Ulke genelinde ortak bir Tark kaltlirt ve Tirk kimligi olusturulmaya cahlsiimistir.
Egitim alaninda Ozellikle de tarih egitimi ve 6gretiminde yapilan yeniliklerin blyik cogunlugu, bu ortak kiltira

olusturma c¢abalaridir.
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Ayrica milli bayramlarin kutlanmasina da ayri bir 6nem gosterilmistir. Kolektif hafiza, bir toplumun gegmisi
hakkinda olusturdugu anlam, siyasi kiltiirntn, topluluk geleneginin ve sosyal kimliginin 6nemli yonlerini igerir.
Gegmisteki olaylarla simdiki olaylar arasinda iliski kurar ve gelecek ile ilgili beklentilerimize katkida bulunur
(Edy, 1999). Milli bayramlar ve olaylar, toplumun gegmisinde beraber yasamis oldugu ve toplum hafizasina
kazinmis olan aci ya da mutlu bazen her ikisini beraberinde tasiyan 6nemli ginleri barindirir. Bu gunler, gesitli
faaliyetlerle hafizalarda yeniden canlandirilir. Bu sayede toplum, birlik ve beraberligini canh tuttugu gibi
gecmisten ders cikartarak ayni hatalara tekrar diismemeye calisir. Gegmiste meydana gelen, devlet ve millet
icin 6nemli olaylarin bilimsel metotlarla arastirilip, ortaya konulmasi tarih ilmidir. Ancak bunun cesitli vesileler
ve yontemlerle toplumun her ferdinde canl tutmak ve o duyguyu vermek tarih egitimidir. Bu egitim, eskiden
tarih denilince akla gelen anlatim ve ezberlenme yoluyla yapilabildigi gibi asil 6nemlisi yaparak yasayarak yani
aktif 6gretim metoduyla yapilandir. Milli bayramlar bunun igin bir vesiledir. Bu amagla her tirli arag ve
materyalden yararlanilabilir. Bu materyallerden biri de giinliik gazete ve dergilerdir. Gazete ve dergilerin, o
glne rastlayan nishalarinda anma veya kutlama amach yazilar yayinlanmaktadir. Bu, yayin organlarinin
Ustlenmis oldugu son derece 6nemli hizmetlerden biridir. Samsun’da yayinlanan Ahali Gazetesi’'nde de milli
bayramlar, gazetenin her yil ayni tarihe rastlayan nishalarinda biiylk bir ciddiyet ve dnemle ele alinmistir.
GUnln anlam ve o6nemini dile getiren yazilar yazilmis, siirlere ve devlet adamlarinin fotograflarina yer

verilmistir. Béylece bu 6nemli glinler ve milli olaylar, toplum hafizasinda canliligini her zaman korumustur.

1930’dan sonra Turk Tarih Tezi’ne uygun olarak ilk, orta ve lise tarih programlarinda bir takim dizenlemelere
gidilmistir. Clinkl bu tezin ortaya ¢ikmasindaki nedenlerden biri de diger Ulkelerin tarih kitaplarinda yer alan
olumsuz Turk imajini silmektir. Daha 6nceki donemlerde Tiirk tarihi arastirmalarini yapan ya da Tirk tarihine
ilgisi olup gesitli kaynaklardan bunu 6grenmeye calisan Tiirkler, bu yabanci kaynaklari okuyorlardi. Bu doneme
kadar Turklerin kendi iginde Tirk tarihini bilimsel yollardan arastirmak igin bilimsel bir ¢aba goérilmemisti.
Alinan bilgiler, yabanci kaynaklardan elde edilenlerdi. Bu da Turklerin kendilerini tanimalarinda ve benligini
ortaya cikarmada zararl olmustur. 1931’de kurulan Turk Tarihi Tedkik Cemiyeti, okul kitaplarinin yeniden
yazilmasina 6ncilik etmistir. Bu donemde milli tarih 6gretimine oncelik verilmistir. Turk tarihi ve devletleri
anlatilarak toplumda milli biling uyandirilip, yeni Tirk devletinin temeli olusturulmaya c¢ahsiimistir. Tirk
tarihindeki 6nemli sahsiyetler ve yaptiklari anlatilarak toplumun bunlar 6rnek alip, bu dogrultuda bir Turk
karakter ve yapisi yaratilmaya galisiimistir. Ahali Gazetesi'nde Attila ve I. Bayezid gibi Tiirk tarihinde 6nemli yeri
olan devlet adamlari, Turk karakterinin simgesi olarak ortaya konulurken; Evliya Celebi, Katip Celebi, Yunus
Emre, Mimar Sinan, Siileyman Nazif, Nev'i, Mehmet Akif Ersoy gibi Turk milletine hizmet etmis 6nemli diistinir
ve bilim adamlari ve Samsun’un gikarttigi énemli sair, edebiyat, sanat ve bilim insanlari anlatilarak bunlarin

gosterdigi basarilar ve eserleri ortaya konulmaktadir.

Bu calismada, Atatlirk doneminde milli kimlik olusturmak igin kolektif ve tarihsel hafizanin canlandiriimasinda
tarih egitiminin 6nemi (zerinde durulmustur. Gerek izlenilen tarih egitimi politikalari gerekse milli kimligin
olusturulmasinda gazetelerin rolli, Samsun’da yayimlan ve yerel bir gazete olan Ahali Gazetesi veri kaynagi

alinarak ortaya konulmaya galisiimistir. Milli kimlik olusturmada tarih egitimin roli buyUktir. Tarih egitimi ve
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Ogretimi icin Cumbhuriyetin ilk yillarinda 6nemli calismalarda ve faaliyetlerde bulunulmustur. Bitin bu
cahismalarin, milli kimlik olusturmada biylk halk kitlelerine yayilmasi ve etki alaninin genisletiimesi

gerekiyordu. Bunun igin de en etkili yollardan biri olan gazetelere basvurulmustur.

Mustafa Kemal Pasa, Milli Micadele yillarindan baglayarak Cumhuriyet dénemi boyunca kamuoyu olusturmada
basinin 6neminin farkindaydi. Bu nedenle gerek milli basin gerekse yabanci basinla iligkilerini gliglii tutmustur.
Tiirk ve yabanci gazetecilerle gériismeler yapmis, onlara demegler vermistir (Ozkaya, 1985; Stirmeli, 2005 ) Milli
Miucadelenin kazanilmasindan sonra yine basin araciligiyla yapilan yenilikler ve inkilaplarin halka duyurulmasi
ve yapilan yeniliklerin halk tarafindan benimsenip, desteklenmesi icin basinin desteginin alinmasina dikkat

edilmistir. Donemin gazetelerinde, Tirk Tarih Tezini destekleyen gesitli haber ve yazilara yer verilmistir.

Ahali Gazetesi’'nde yer alan haberler ve yazilar incelediginde, milli kimlik olusturmada dénemin tarih egitimi
politikalari dogrultusunda kolektif hafizanin canlandiriimaya calisildigi tespit edilmistir. Gazete araciligiyla
kolektif hafizanin birlestirici ve ortak bir kimlik yaratmada etkili oldugu séylenebilir. Kolektif hafiza ilgili olarak
yapilan gesitli calismalarda buna benzer sonuglari tespit etmek mimkiindir (6rnegin Edy, 1999; Nesibli 2001;
Basaran ince, 2010; Celik, 2012; Biletska, Sahin & Siikiir, 2014; Ugur Cinar, 2017; Lieberman & Miller 2021) Yine
milli kimlik olusumunda tarih bilinci, tarih 6gretimi ve tarih egitiminin 6nemi ile ilgili de bir¢ok calisma
mevcuttur (6rnegin Phillips, Goalen, McCully & Wood, 1999; Kicir & Aksoy, 2004; Aslan & Avci Akgali, 2007;
Oztiirk, 2007; Simsek, 2007; Sivgin, 2009; Gelisli, 2016; Hayta & Yakar, 2021) Ayrica alanyazinda tarih ile kolektif
bellek arasindaki iliskiye dair de galismalar vardir (Kuzio, 2002; Halbwachs, 2017). Ayni sekilde tarih egitimi ve

dgretiminde basinin yeriyle ilgili de benzer arastirmalar mevcuttur (Polat, 2009; iskender Kilig, 2020).

Gerek elde edilen bulgular gerekse alanyazinda konu ile ilgili yapilan arastirmalar sonucunda tarih egitimi, milli
kimlik olusumu ve kolektif hafiza arasinda yakin iliskinin oldugu gorilmustur. Ayrica biitiin bu galismalarin genis
halk kitlelerine duyurulmasinda gerek ulusal gerekse yerel basinin 6nemli bir rol oynadigl ve biyilk 6l¢lide

bunlardan yararlanildigi tespit edilmistir.

ONERILER

Arastirma bulgulari sonucunda su 6nerilerde bulunulabilir:

Milli Miicadele doneminde veya Cumbhuriyetin ilk yillarinda gikan diger yerel gazetelerde, kolektif hafizanin
canlandiriimasi igin ne gibi haber ve yazilara yer verilmistir? Kolektif hafiza canlandirilirken yerel gazetelerde yer
alan haberler, bolgeler bazinda karsilasilan sorunlar ve kiiltlirlere gore farklilklar gostermekte midir? Yine
Cumhuriyetin ilk yillarinda ulusal basindan bir ya da birkag gazete tespit edilerek bu gazetelerdeki haberlerin
Tirk Tarih Tezi dogrultusunda milli kimlik olusturulmasi ile ilgili yaklasimlari nelerdir? Tarih egitiminin genis halk

kitlelerine ulasmasinda basin-yayin organlarindan daha etkili nasil yararlanabilir? Sorularina yanitlar aranabilir.
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Etik Metni

Bu arastirmanin veri kaynagi, 1917-1944 yillari arasinda Samsun'da yayimlanan Ahali Gazetesi'dir. Bu nedenle
bu arastirma makalesi igin etik kurul onayi gerekmemektedir. Ayrica bu makalede dergi yazim kurallarina, yayin
ilkelerine, arastirma ve yayin etigine, dergi etik kurallarina uyulmustur. Makale ile ilgili dogabilecek her tirlQ

ihlallerde sorumluluk yazara aittir.
Yazarin Katki Orani Beyani: Yazarin katki orani %100°dir.
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